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Letter From the Director-General
Dear delegates,

It has been my pleasure to serve as this year’s Director-General for CONMUN
2022! I would like to take this opportunity to thank the amazing team I’ve
worked with, specifically José and Zach, who both worked tirelessly on these
amazing committees. Without them, this conference would not be possible.

This year, we spent countless hours picking the best committee options for all
kinds of delegates. We hope that this weekend not only challenges you, but
also brings you the best memories! There is nothing more rewarding than
seeing all the hard work you’ve put in, come into fruition. Best of luck to you
all!

Regards,
Christina Koikaran
dg.conmun@cg-aa.org

Letter From the USG General Assemblies & Specialized Agencies

Salutations to all!

I am José Moro, and I have the pleasure of being CONMUN 2022’s USG
General Assemblies and Specialized Agencies.

Over the last year, the team and I have been working on preparing the topics
and committees that you, the delegates, will have the chance to debate over
the weekend. I would like to thank the dais for their tireless effort and
collaboration in the drafting and planning of the committee.

We hope you enjoy your time at the conference, and that your experience at
CONMUN culminates with a sense of pride and accomplishment in your work.
I wish you all good luck!

Best,
J.M.

_______________________________ _______________________________

mailto:dg.conmun@cg-aa.org
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Letter From the Chair

Hello, my name is Prabin Singh Sadiwal , and I am proud to welcome you to

the Round Table Conferences as its Chair. I come from the valley of Kashmir,

and I am currently pursuing a Bachelor’s of Computer Science at Concordia. If

I am not in a Suit writing a speech , you can find me writing poetry, playing

basketball or just anywhere in the library at Concordia.

I have been a part of the Concordia External Delegation since 2021. I also play

the piano in my spare time and would love to discuss music and its effects on

society with any of you. I have been participating in Model UN for 5 years , and

I am looking forward to meeting you in the Spring.

I hope that we constructively look at this situation of India from an unbiased

and objective point of view, while at the same time maintaining the spirit of

debate and emotion that was present in India in the 1930s.

Letters from The Vice-Chairs:

Hello, my name is Nikolas Manrique, and I’m proud to be serving as a

Vice-Chair during your session. I am taking a bachelor's in political science

with a minor in history and economics here at Concordia University. If I’m not

working at a restaurant, you can find me at Mt Royal skiing and biking or

experiencing Montreal’s vibrant nightlife through music and food.

I’ve been with CED for three years and was USG of Public Relations for

ConMUN2021. In my spare time I love to cook food at home while enjoying the

culture of wine. I aspire to combine international affairs with gastronomy,

although I’m still figuring out what exact field that pertains to. I have a

particular interest in geopolitics and the history of American hip-hop, and

_______________________________ _______________________________
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would be happy to listen to music with anyone or receive new song

recommendations.

I have been participating in Model United Nations for six years and look

forward to never doing online MUN ever again. I am French-Californian and

on my days off I will find the closest beach to do nothing but chill. I argue that

French and Chinese cuisine are the best on earth, although Italian, Thai, and

Indian are right up there.

Letters from The Vice-Chairs (cont’):

Good day, my name is Sean Watson. Though I joined the party late, I am

delighted to help facilitate The Round Table Conferences for you this year. I

am currently pursuing a bachelor’s degree in Civil Engineering at Concordia

in the co-op program. When not in class, or at the library, I enjoy a watching

classic movies, cycling and maintaining a scale steam locomotive. You may

even catch me at the MSO (look in the choir section, those seats are crazy

good!).

I’ve been doing Model UN for over five years as part of either the Selwyn

House or JACMUN teams. Now, however, I find myself without much free time

and instead coach Model UN at both my old school (Selwyn House) and Villa

Maria.

_______________________________ _______________________________



6

Committee Policies

To ensure the best experience of CONMUN, staffers and moderators alike will

be of the highest quality and maintain the strongest degree of

professionalism. Delegates who take part of CONMUN will be expected to

engage fully and holistically, with a copious amount of research to

supplement their ideas. Creativity, dedication, and open-mindness will be

expected on a regular basis. All delegates must respect the rules put forth by

our Secretary General Mr. Alex Rona and CONMUN staff members. If you have

any questions regarding the policies, please feel free to contact Secretary

General Alex Rona (sg.conmun@cg-aa.org) and he will gladly respond.

Parliamentary Procedure

This committee will run using standard GA/SA Parliamentary Procedure.

There will be the standard moderated caucus and it may contain elements of

a specialized committee such as press conferences, etc. Delegates should be

prepared for a hybrid of fast-paced committee and articulate speeches. The

committee will be able to pass each other notes, write clauses on working

papers and final draft resolutions. And above anything else, delegates should

have a good time. Any committee is better if delegates and chairs are

enjoying themselves while being invested in the topic.

Materials and Technology.

All clauses will be written on Google Drive. We suggest that all members

download WhatsApp, Slack, and other methods of communication for

outside the committee. The use of cellphones during committee sessions is

strictly prohibited. Notes between delegates will be written and passed

around in committee by the pages. Delegates should bring a flash drive for

backups. Bring water, a snackbar, and a notepad to communicate with the

chair and other delegates. Laptops are only to be used during unmoderated

caucus and outside of committee. It is recommended to come with your

_______________________________ _______________________________

mailto:sg.conmun@cg-aa.org
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research printed out that includes but is not limited to; ROPs, basic facts of

their character and their background, etc.

Plagiarism/Pre-Writing

All pre-written documents are strictly prohibited. Delegates are not able to

place clauses in the beginning of the documents; we will know. Do not bother

to copy and paste clauses the moment the document is created, it is very

obvious. Plagiarism includes, but is not limited to, verbatim or near-verbatim

copying and pasting from academic sources or other websites. Any delegate

found guilty of pre-writing or plagiarism will be immediately disqualified from

any award in their committee. The CONMUN Secretariat reserves the right to

search computers and laptops, notebooks and binders, USBs, and any form of

electronics for Model UN specific documents in response to allegations.

Awards

CONMUN recognizes that an essential value of participating in a Model UN

committee is education in international relations and developing skills such

as collaboration and public speaking, etc. We particularly look for delegates

who go above and beyond the norm and perform skills who can leverage

creativity, diplomacy, substantive knowledge, and critical thinking skills to

debate effectively, write integrative clauses, and individually develop

long-term solutions to the big issues facing the committee. The useless

undermining of other delegates will be frowned upon, but successful

strategic plotting will be heavily rewarded.

Committee Structures

The Committee has been called upon by the Crown for reviewing the current

socio-economic and political situation in India. While the majority of federal

and military power lies within the Crown, a lot of other power dynamics are

involved in this situation. The Indian National Congress is now by far the

biggest political force in India with a wide variety of followers, due largely to

_______________________________ _______________________________
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the rise of Gandhi’s popularity. On the other hand, the recently formed All

India Muslim League has gained traction and now controls the majority of the

Muslim Vote . A large portion of economic and military might still remain

within the princely states that rely on ‘old money’ to achieve their political and

personal ambitions. This conference serves as a negotiation between the

Crown and the inevitable union of states that will be called India as we know

of it today.

Each day of committee will represent a round of the conference. Day 1 will be

the “First Round”, Day 2 “Second Round”, and so forth. This should push

delegates to write their demands for the amendments to the Government of

India acts or any other demands thereof that historically represent the

conditions, although the outcome is entirely up to committee. The

constitution of India was fully drafted in 1950, but for the sake of this

committee, delegates will be drafting and voting on amendments to the act.

Delegates may strive for full independence, a continual status of dominion in

relation to Great Britain, or anything in between. Delegates are given full

autonomy to draft however they see fit.

The issues that are on the agenda as set out by the British Crown includes

the federal structure, provincial constitution(s), minorities, Kashmir, Burma,

North West Frontier Province, Franchise, Defence Services, and Sindh. The

delegates are free to use the resources of their allotted characters as they see

fit, but all action should therefore be in harmony with their own agendas.

_______________________________ _______________________________

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Burma
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North-West_Frontier_Province_(1901%E2%80%931955)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sindh
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Timeline of Events

1918 Rowalatt Act

1919 Khalifa loses war in Turkey

1920

August Official Commencement of Non- cooperation

Movement

September Layout & objective of Non-cooperation Movement in

Kolkata

December Leadership formed from 15 congress committees in

Nagpur

1922

February Chauri Chaura Incident

March Arrest and sentencing of Mahatma Gandhi

1923 January Swaraj Party formed by CR Das & Motilal Nehru

1924 The Hindustan Socialist Republican Association was

formed.

1925

August Kakori conspiracy

September Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) is founded.

1927

March Mahad Satyagraha

November Simon Commission

1928 Bardoli Satyagraha

Central Assembly bombed by Bhagat Singh and

_______________________________ _______________________________

https://leverageedu.com/blog/universities-in-turkey/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hindustan_Socialist_Republican_Association
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kakori_conspiracy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rashtriya_Swayamsevak_Sangh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mahad_Satyagraha
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Simon_Commission
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bardoli_Satyagraha
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bhagat_Singh
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1929 Batukeshwar Dutt.

Purna Swaraj resolution.

Topic A: Constitutional Reform of India

Future as a Guide

Reminding delegates that this conference will be set during the 1930s. That

being said, delegates may reference events to come when speaking in

hypotheticals, I.e, “suppose a state such as Hong Kong were to be granted

independence from British Rule”. Since much of the process of decolonization

between the 1930s and the 1990s, referencing the process of each case may

be useful when attempting to apply the same logic to Indian-British relations

and the Round Table Conferences. While the final outcome is in your hands,

it is certainly not out of the question to use historical dates after the Round

Table Conference as a guide in building your constitutions.

Historical Context

Self-rule sentiments have been growing for a few decades leading up to the

first-round table conference. Remembering that the conference comprised 3

rounds, the first did not include Indian business leaders nor the Indian

National Congress. This section will cover the constitution and its intended

reform.1 The conferences were set up by George V with the intent of making

India a “dominion status” state.2 The goal for London was to set up India as a

state similar to New Zealand, so it could retain technical control while giving

its people the right to a variation of self-governance.3 The Round Table

3 2 December 1930, Carl Bridge, Holding India to the Empire: the British Conservative Party and the 1935
Constitution

2 Wolpert, Stanley (2013). Jinnah of Pakistan (15 ed.). Karachi, Pakistan: University Press. p. 107

1 Wolpert, Stanley (2013). Jinnah of Pakistan (15 ed.). Karachi, Pakistan: University Press. p. 107

_______________________________ _______________________________

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Batukeshwar_Dutt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Purna_Swaraj
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Conferences were held between 1930 and 1932 for the purpose of discussing

the constitutional reform of India in relation to the United Kingdom.4 There

were a total of three conferences for the purpose of increased devolution and

democratic autonomy.5 The notion of complete independence from the

United Kingdom did not come into full fruition until 1947, but the Round Table

Conferences set the foundation for future Indian autonomy. Although some

consider the RTCs a failure, this could have been due to the religious conflicts

between the Hindu and Muslim groups within India rather than a bad faith

meeting between the UK and India.

Constitutional Conditions and Political Atmosphere

It is important to note that London initiated the first conference, and not

Delhi. Delhi had to adapt to the circumstances while mediating the vast

regional and ethnic differences within India. London had the political leverage

with its military in place, but the tides were turning. As we will see later on,

the Simon Commission and the Salt Protests and efforts made by Mahatma

Gandhi slowly swayed the sides. The Civil Disobedience Order placed

members of the Indian National Congress and business executives in jail.

Such instances such as the Simon Commission were put in place to analyze

the constitutional reforms of India and how its future would be held. There

was no Indian representation, an obvious defect of the commission and

rightfully infuriated Indian members of parliament. 6 Despite the lack of

proper representation, delegates of India still eventually managed to gain

sovereignty, and this can certainly be attributed to the success of the Round

Table Conferences. 7

7 C.F. Andrews (2017). India and the Simon Report. Routledge reprint of 1930 first edition. p. 11. ISBN
9781315444987.

6 C.F. Andrews (2017). India and the Simon Report. Routledge reprint of 1930 first edition. p. 11. ISBN
9781315444987.

5 Stephen, Legg “Political Atmospherics”, page 775

4 Stephen, Legg “Political Atmospherics”, page 774.

_______________________________ _______________________________

https://books.google.com/books?id=tMZRDQAAQBAJ&pg=PT11
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/9781315444987
https://books.google.com/books?id=tMZRDQAAQBAJ&pg=PT11
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/9781315444987
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The Conferences

The announcement to proceed with the Round Table Conferences came on

November 1st, 1929.8

During the first Round Table Conference, India was told that it would be

considered under “Dominion Status”, something that Gandhi and his

followers could not accept. Despite the lack of proper representation from the

Indian Congress, there was a degree of progress made. It physically took place

in London, showing that the British had substantial control over the

arrangements of the conference.9 Most people who were invited were with

the liberal party; their stance wanting increased democratization and gradual

devolution of British control. More radical anti-colonialist members called for

“Purna Swaraj”, otherwise known as complete independence from their

protectorate. The Gandhi-Irwin Pact of 1931 was put in place to add specificity

to the vagueness of “dominion status”.10 The Ghandi-Irwin Pact laid the

groundwork for a future second conference. Lord Irwin, who was the viceroy

of India, under pressure from Gandhi, agreed to conduct the second round of

the Round Table Conferences. The viceroy of India, otherwise known as the

governor general, granted the Indian Congress permission to attend the

conference and created substantial steps in the right direction for eventual

Indian independence.11

The Theoretical Debate of the Depressed Class

The internal debate on the voting status for India’s “untouchable” class

surrounds the Round Party Conferences. The term “untouchables” generally

refers to Hindu members outside the caste system. This is an important

component of the Round Table Conferences because during the debates of

11 Christopher Lee (2018), Viceroys: the creation of the British(London: Constable)

10 Christopher Lee (2018), Viceroys: the creation of the British(London: Constable)

9 Christopher Lee (2018), Viceroys: the creation of the British(London: Constable)

8 The Progress of Constitutional Reform in India. (1933). Foreign Affairs, 11(4), 609–611

_______________________________ _______________________________
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status, also comes the accessibility for certain members of the populations to

represent their voice on such matters. In this case, we will be looking at

Mahatma Gandhi and B.R Ambedkar. Both parties grew up in different social

backgrounds. Gandhi believed that the separation of the untouchables from

the rest of the Hindu class was deemed counterintuitive to the nationalist

agenda and that it created further rifts between the classes. 12 On paper, both

Gandhi and Ambedkar wanted to achieve the same thing, but how one

approaches it would differ.13 Members such as BR Ambedkar advocated prior

and during the course of the Round Table Conferences for state intervention

to achieve liberalization of the untouchables.14 While this differs from classical

liberalism, he and many other members of India felt this was the right course

of action.15 Ambedkar believed that individual sovereignty would not be

achieved unless the state intervened properly to assist the former

untouchable class. Members such as Ambedkar had suggested punishing

members who continued prejudices against the Hindu untouchables

through a constitution during the Mahar Satyagraha Conference in 1927.16

Laws of the state were not enough, and a constitution would serve as a

binding agreement.17 This theoretical perspective would argue that society

should be built upon a democratic tradition of being civil to one another, with

the constitution as its core framework.18 This perspective differs substantially

from the Gandhian ideals, in which the constitution should be built from

principles of village panchayats and district panchayats.19 Ambedkar believed

the Indian National Congress and other Gandhi followers of the nationalist

movement seemed to still exclude the untouchables for the Hindu Class.20

20 Chakrabarty, 139-141

19 Chakrabarty, 137-139

18 Chakrabarty, 137-139

17Chakrabarty, 137-139

16 Chakrabarty, 135-137

15 Chakrabarty, 133-135

14 Chakrabarty, 133-135

13 Chakrabarty, 144-146

12 Ibid.

_______________________________ _______________________________
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Ambedkar was pro-India, but against Indian nationalism that served the

interests of just the caste members of the Hindu class. He was often

misinterpreted as being pro-colonial, despite his claims denying such.21

Ambedkar argued for universal adult suffrage and joint electorate with

reserved seats, complete separation of the electorate from the untouchable

class to the rest of Caste Hindu’s.22 Either way, Ambedkar made it clear there

was to be no significant exclusion of untouchables in voting power.23

Brief British Intervention of Depressed Class Disputes

It was the British during the Round Table Conferences under Ramsay

McDonald, the British Prime Minister at the time, who gave the depressed

class (a better term than the untouchables) a certain number of seats for

elections during the time of the first Round Table Conference.24 However, the

British were politically motivated, they were the ones who incited the

depressed class to initiate its own political independence within India.25 The

depressed class had been trying to gain seats, but Congress and Gandhi

denied it.26 Indian National Congress and Gandhi only wanted to admit seats

for the Hindus, Muslims, and Sikhs. All other minorities would not receive

special reservation.27 We must remember that Gandhi did not want to

differentiate the Depressed Class from the Hindus. Gandi argued that the

separation of the depressed class from the overarching Hindu would further

mend the rift between the two groups. Ambedkar believed the only reason

Gandhi wanted to keep the depressed class’s votes within the Hindu is so that

they gained a majority against the Muslims and Sikhs.28 Ambedkar wanted a

complete separation so they as a class could receive a proper vote, and denied

28 Chakrabarty, 142-144

27 Chakrabarty, 142-144

26 Chakrabarty, 142-144

25 Chakrabarty, 142-144

24 Chakrabarty, 142-144

23 Chakrabarty, 139-141

22 Chakrabarty, 139-141

21 Chakrabarty, 139-141

_______________________________ _______________________________
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that Ghandi did not want to separate class out of ‘morals’, but more out of

‘political reasoning to keep the vote against the Muslim vote’. This political

debate was not settled until 1933 during the Poota Pact where untouchables

were given seats, but under the purview of Hindu-caste system. During the

Conferences, Gandhi had won over through his political ideology, but because

all delegates are members during the conference, it is up to delegates in

which ideological debate is won over through the constitution and power

shift from the British to the state of India.

Concluding Note

As a concluding side note, neither the British nor Indian Congress are the

“good” or “bad”, as both have created atrocities in their own regard and

helped out in other ways. On paper, Gandhi and Ambedkar wanted to achieve

what they thought was best for the sovereignty of India; domestically and

internationally. It is important to remember that neither of these members

are perfect human beings, and they reflect the reality of what it means to be

human and how it transpires in politics.

_______________________________ _______________________________
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Topic B: Societal Predisposition with respect to the Civil Disobedience

Movement

Historical Context and The Idea of Purna Swaraj

In his presidential address at the 1886 National Congress in Calcutta,

Dadabhai Naoroji advocated for Swaraj as the sole aim of the nationalist

movement, but along the lines of Canada and Australia, which was a colonial

self-government under the British Crown. In 1907, Sri Aurobindo, as editor of

the newspaper Bande Mataram, began writing that the new generation of

nationalists would not accept anything less than Purna Swaraj, full

independence, as it exists in the United Kingdom. Through his writings and

speeches, along with Bal Gangadhar Tilak he popularized this idea, making it

a core part of the nationalist discourse. 29

Before 1930, Indian political parties had openly embraced the goal of political

independence from the United Kingdom. The All India Home Rule League

had been advocating Home Rule for India: dominion status within the British

Empire, as granted to Australia, Canada, the Irish Free State, Newfoundland,

New Zealand, and South Africa. The All India Muslim League favoured

dominion status as well, and opposed calls for outright Indian independence.

The Indian Liberal Party, by far the most pro-British party, explicitly opposed

India's independence and even dominion status if it weakened India's links

with the British Empire. The Indian National Congress, the largest Indian

political party of the time, was at the head of the national debate. Congress

leader and famous poet Hasrat Mohani was the first activist to demand

complete independence (Poorna Swaraj) from the British in 1921 from an

All-India Congress Forum. Veteran Congress leaders such as Bal Gangadhar

Tilak, Sri Aurobindo and Bipin Chandra Pal had also advocated explicit Indian

29 Copley, Anthony. Gandhi: Against the Tide. Oxford: Basil Blackwell Ltd., 1987.

_______________________________ _______________________________

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Swaraj
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sri_Aurobindo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bande_Mataram
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bal_Gangadhar_Tilak
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Home_Rule
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dominion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irish_Free_State
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dominion_of_Newfoundland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/All_India_Muslim_League
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_Liberal_Party
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_National_Congress
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hasrat_Mohani
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bal_Gangadhar_Tilak
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bal_Gangadhar_Tilak
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sri_Aurobindo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bipin_Chandra_Pal
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independence from the Empire.It is said that the first independence day was

celebrated in 1930, by Sitaram Seksaria in his book.

Following the 1919 Amritsar Massacre, there was considerable public outrage

against British rule. Europeans, (civilians and officials) were targets and

victims of violence across India.30 In 1920, Gandhi and the Congress

committed themselves to Swaraj, described as political and spiritual

independence. At the time, Gandhi described this as the basic demand of all

Indians; he specifically said that whether India would remain within the

Empire or leave it completely would be answered by the ‘behaviour’ and

response of the British. Between 1920 and 1922, Mahatma Gandhi led the

Non-Cooperation movement: nationwide civil disobedience to oppose the

Rowlatt Acts and the exclusion of Indians from the government, and the

denial of political and civil freedoms.

Salt March and the Simon Commission

Under the Act of 1919, new reforms were to be introduced in India by the

British Government after every 10 years. For this purpose the Simon

Commission was sent to India in 1927. Most of the Indian political parties

decided to boycott the Commission on the plea that it lacked Indian

representation. The British decided to throw the ball in the court of Indian

Politicians. Lord Birkendhead, Secretary of State for Indian Affairs, challenged

the Indians, “If they have any political capability and competence then they

should form a unanimous constitution and present it to us and we will

implement it.” Indian political parties accepted the challenge and called an

All Parties Conference at Delhi in January 1928. The conference was attended

by around hundred delegates from all the important parties including Indian

National Congress, All India Muslim League, National Liberal Federation,

30 Ashe, Geoffrey. Gandhi: A Study In Revolution. London: Heineman Ltd., 1968.

_______________________________ _______________________________

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amritsar_Massacre
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Swaraj
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mahatma_Gandhi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Non-Cooperation_movement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_disobedience
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rowlatt_Acts
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Hindu Mahasabha, Central Sikh League etc. The conference failed to reach a

conclusion on the issue of the rights of minorities. The second round of the All

Parties Conference was held in March the same year.31 Two sub-committees

were formed but the end result was not different from the first session. It was

during the third session of the All Parties Conference held at Bombay in May

1928 that a seven members committee under the chairmanship of Motilal

Nehru to determine the basic features of the future constitution of India.

Despite many hurdles, the Nehru Committee completed its task and its

report, commonly known as the Nehru Report was presented in the fourth

session of the All Parties Conference held in August 1928. The Committee

declared that it was useless to ask anything less than complete Swaraj and

presented the following demands:

● India should be given Dominion Status with the Parliamentary form of

Government.

● There should be a bi-cameral legislature consisting of the senate and

House of Representatives. The senate will comprise two hundred

members elected for seven years, while the House of Representatives

should consist of five hundred members elected for five years.

● The Governor-General will act on the advice of the executive council. It

was to be collectively responsible to the parliament.

● There should be a Federal form of Government in India with Residuary

powers to be vested in the Centre.

● There will be no separate electorate for minorities. It claimed “since

separate electorate awakens communal sentiments therefore it should

be scrapped and joint electorate should be introduced”.

● System of weightage should not be adopted for any province.

31 Copley, Anthony. Gandhi: Against the Tide. Oxford: Basil Blackwell Ltd., 1987.

_______________________________ _______________________________
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● There will be no reserved seats for communities in Punjab and Bengal.

However, reservation of Muslim seats could be possible in the provinces

where Muslim population should be at least ten percent.

● Judiciary should be independent from the Executive

● There should be 1/4th Muslim Representation at Centre

● Sindh should be separated from Bombay provided it proves to be

financially self-sufficient.

● Reforms should be introduced in NWFP

The report was not acceptable to Muslims and both the Muslim members of

the Committee did not sign it. Syed Ali Imam, due to bad health could not

attend the meetings of the Committee while Shoaib Qureshi refused to sign

the report. In the fourth session of the All Parties Conference convened in

December to review the Nehru Report, Jinnah representing the Muslim

League presented following four amendments in the report32:

● There should be no less than one-third Muslim representation in the

Central Legislature.

● In the event of the adult suffrage not being established, Punjab and

Bengal should have seats reserved for the Muslims on population basis.

● The form of the constitution should be Federal with residuary powers

vested in the provinces.

● Sind should immediately be made a separate province and the reforms

should also be introduced in NWFP and Balochistan at the earliest.

Jinnah’s proposals were rejected when put to vote in the A Parties

Conference. The Congress managed to get the majority vote in favor of the

Report. They asked the Government to make a constitution till December 31

according to the recommendations of Nehru Report and threatened that

otherwise the party would start a mass movement for the attainment of

Swaraj. It was also decided that January 26 would be celebrated as

_______________________________ _______________________________
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Independence Day. Jinnah considered it as the “parting of the ways” and

once the “Ambassador of Hindu-Muslim Unity” was now convinced that the

Hindu mindset in India was bent upon pushing the Muslim minority to the

wall.

The Salt Satyagraha did not produce immediate progress toward dominion

status or self-rule for India, did not elicit major policy concessions from the

British, or attract much Muslim support. Congress leaders decided to end

satyagraha as official policy in 1934, and Nehru and other Congress members

drifted further apart from Gandhi, who withdrew from Congress to

concentrate on his Constructive Programme, which included his efforts to

end untouchability in the Harijan movement. However, even though British

authorities were again in control by the mid-1930s, Indian, British, and world

opinion increasingly began to recognise the legitimacy of claims by Gandhi

and the Congress Party for sovereignty and self-rule.32 The Satyagraha

campaign of the 1930s also forced the British to recognise that their control of

India depended entirely on the consent of the Indians – Salt Satyagraha was a

significant step in the British losing that consent.33

Mass civil disobedience spread throughout India as millions broke the salt

laws by making salt or buying illegal salt. Salt was sold illegally all over the

coast of India. A pinch of salt made by Gandhi himself sold for 1,600 rupees

(equivalent to $750 at the time). In reaction, the British government arrested

over sixty thousand people by the end of the month.

What had begun as a Salt Satyagraha quickly grew into a mass Satyagraha.

British clothes and goods were boycotted. Unpopular forest laws were broken

33 Jack, Homer A. The Gandhi Reader: A Source Book of His Life and Writings. Bloomington: Indiana
University Press, 1956.

32 Gandhi, Mohandas K. “Victory in South Africa.” The Essential Gandhi. Ed. Louis Fischer. New York:
Vintage, 1962. 84-111.
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in Maharashtra, Karnataka and Central Provinces. Gujarati peasants refused to

pay tax, under threat of losing their crops and land. In Midnapore, Bengalis

took part by refusing to pay the chowkidar tax.The British responded with

more laws, including censorship of correspondence and declaring the

Congress and its associate organizations illegal. None of those measures

slowed the civil disobedience movement. 34

There were outbreaks of violence in Calcutta (now spelled Kolkata), Karachi,

and Gujarat. Unlike his suspension of satyagraha after violence broke out

during the Non-co-operation movement, this time Gandhi was "unmoved".

Appealing for violence to end, at the same time Gandhi honored those killed

in Chittagong and congratulated their parents "for the finished sacrifices of

their sons ... A warrior's death is never a matter of sorrow."

During the first phase of the Indian civil disobedience movement from 1929 to

1931, the second MacDonald ministry headed by Ramsay MacDonald was in

power in Britain. The attempted suppression of the movement was presided

over by MacDonald and his cabinet (including the Secretary of State for India,

William Wedgwood Benn).During this period, the MacDonald ministry also

oversaw the suppression of the nascent trade unionist movement in India,

which was described by historian Sumit Sarkar as "a massive capitalist and

government counter-offensive" against workers' rights.

On March 12, 1930, Gandhi and approximately 78 male satyagrahis set out, on

foot, for the coastal village of Dandi some 240 miles from their starting point

in Sabarmati, a journey which was to last 23 days. 35 Virtually every resident of

each city along this journey watched the great procession, which was at least

two miles in length.On April 6th he picked up a lump of mud and salt (some

say just a pinch, some say just a grain) and boiled it in seawater to make the

commodity which no Indian could legally produce — salt.

35 Sheean, Vincent. Mahatma Gandhi: A Great Life In Brief. New York: A. Knopf, Inc., 1955.

34 Sheean, Vincent. Mahatma Gandhi: A Great Life In Brief. New York: A. Knopf, Inc., 1955.
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On the night of May, 4 Gandhi was sleeping in a cot under a mango tree, at a

village near Dandi. Several ashramites slept near him. Soon after midnight the

District Magistrate of Surat drove up with two Indian officers and thirty

heavily-armed constables.  He woke Gandhi by shining a torch in his face, and

arrested him under a regulation of 1827.

The effects of the salt march were felt across India. Thousands of people

made salt, or bought illegal salt. This period is to be considered the apex of

Gandhi’s political appeal, as the march mobilized many new followers from all

of Indian society and the march came to the world’s attention. After Gandhi’s

release from prison he continued to work towards Indian independence,

which was achieved in August, 1947. Dandi was a key turning point in that

struggle

Dominion Status or a Republic?

The Nehru Report of August 1928 presented the blueprint of a Swaraj

Constitution. Encapsulating the demands of the Indians to the colonial

government as opposed to the latter’s insistence on seeking opinion through

an all-whites commission, the report also presents the historical roots of

India’s present Constitution. Amid opposing claims, consensus over the

communal issues in the report, which appeared possible until late 1928,

became elusive from the end of December 1928. It was mainly due to the

closing of the ranks of significant Muslim leadership behind Jinnah, and an

ever-increasing vigilant attitude of the Hindu Mahasabha in not allowing any

change beyond what had already been agreed upon. The failure of the report

meant an end to the hope of finding a consensual solution to a future Indian

Constitution made by the Indians and for the Indians. This, in turn, provided

the colonial government with an excuse to impose its scheme through the

_______________________________ _______________________________
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Communal Award, White Paper and subsequently the Government of India

Act of 1935. 36 So, the most elaborate constitutional framework prepared by the

leading nationalist leaders during the pre-Independence era finally crumbled

under the weight of communal deadlock. This article studies the processes

through which the differences over communal representation became so

overpowering that they rocked the entire boat. The widening of communal

fault lines precipitated by contesting claims over the recommendations of the

Nehru Report left serious repercussions over the trajectory of future Indian

politics.

Protests and Death of Lala Lajpat Rai in Simon Commission

In January 1928, the Simon Commission left England. When they arrived in

Bombay on February 4th, 1928, a large crowd of protesters confronted them.

Also, a strike began and the crowd turned out to greet the Simon

Commission with black flags. Similar protests also occurred in the various

smaller cities of India and one of them turned out to be dangerous.

Even when the Simon Commission arrived in Lahore in October 1928, a large

group of Indians waived black flags in protest. It was led by the revolutionary

Lala Lajpat Rai. He had also moved the resolution against the Simon

Commission in the Legislative Assembly of the Punjab city in February 1928.

Protests took a sudden violent change and the local police began beating the

public. As a result, the British forces captured Lala Lajpatrai, the centre of

protest in Lahore, critically injuring him. Hence, he died a fortnight later. 37 The

first session of the conference opened in London on November 12, 1930. All

parties were present except for the Congress, whose leaders were in jail due

37 Leadup Research On UPSC and the Gandhi Commission (2019)

36 Nehru Report, Muslim Demands and the Hindu Mahasabha: Elusive Consensus on Future
Constitution
Bhuwan Kumar Jha
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to the Civil Disobedience Movement. Congress leaders stated that they had

nothing to do with further constitutional discussion unless the Nehru report

was enforced in its entirety as the constitution of India.

Almost eighty-nine members attended the conference, out of which

fifty-eight were chosen from various communities and interests in British

India, and the rest from princely states and other political parties. The

prominent among the Muslim delegates invited by the British government

were Sir Aga Khan, Quaid-i-Azam, Maulana Mohammad Ali Johar, Sir

Mohammad Shafi and Maluvi Fazl-i-Haq. Sir Taj Bahadur Sapru, Mr. Jaikar and

Dr. Moonje were outstanding among the Hindu leaders.

The Hindu- Muslim differences overcast the conference as the Hindus were

for a powerful Central government while the Muslims stood for a loose

federation of completely autonomous province. The Muslims demanded

maintenance of weightage and separate electorates, the Hindus their

abolition. The Muslims claimed statutory majority in Punjab and Bengal, while

Hindus resisted their imposition. In Punjab, the situation was complicated by

inflated Sikh claims.

The Conference dealt with the details through eight sub-committees on

federal structure, provincial constitution, franchise, Sind, the North-West

Frontier Province, defense services and minorities.

Leadup to the conference

_______________________________ _______________________________



25

The Nehru Report was also controversial within Congress. Younger nationalist

leaders like Subhas Chandra Bose and Jawaharlal Nehru demanded that

Congress resolve to make a complete and explicit break from all ties with the

British. Jawaharlal Nehru had been influenced by the idea of Bhagat Singh

("total independence"), which Singh had introduced a resolution demanding

in 1927, which was rejected because of Gandhi's opposition. 38 Now Bose and

Nehru opposed dominion status, which would retain the Monarch of the

United Kingdom as the constitutional head of state of India (although in the

separate capacity as King of India), and preserve political powers for the

British Parliament in Indian constitutional affairs. They were supported in

their stand by a large number of rank-and-file Congressmen.38In December

1928, Congress session was held in Kolkata and Mahatma Gandhi proposed a

resolution that called for the British to grant dominion status to India within

two years. After some time Gandhi brokered a further compromise by

reducing the time given from two years to one. Jawaharlal Nehru voted for

the new resolution, while Subhash Bose told his supporters that he would not

oppose the resolution, and abstained from voting himself. The All India

Congress Committee voted 118 to 45 in its favor (the 45 votes came from

supporters of a complete break from the British). However, when Bose

introduced an amendment during the open session of Congress that sought

a complete break with the British, Gandhi admonished the move.

On 31 October 1929, the Viceroy of India, Lord Irwin announced that the

government would meet with Indian representatives in London for a Round

Table Conference.39 To facilitate Indian participation, Irwin met with Mahatma

Gandhi, Muhammad Ali Jinnah and out-going Congress President Motilal

38 Adams, Jad. Gandhi: The True Man Behind India. New York: Pegasus Books, 2011.
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Nehru to discuss the meeting. Gandhi asked Irwin if the conference would

proceed on the basis of dominion status and Irwin said he could not assure

that, resulting in the end of the meeting.

Beginning in February 1930, Gandhi’s thoughts swayed towards the British

salt tax, one of many economic improprieties used to generate revenue to

support British rule, as the focal point of non-violent political protest.. The

British monopoly on the salt tax in India dictated that the sale or production

of salt by anyone but the British government was a criminal offense

punishable by law (Ashe 301). More so than in more temperate climates, salt

was invaluable to the people of India, many of whom were agricultural

laborers and required the mineral for metabolism in environments of

immense heat and humidity. Occurring  throughout low-lying coastal zones

of India, salt was readily accessible to laborers who were instead forced to pay

money for a mineral which they could easily collect themselves for free (Jack

235). Moreover, Gandhi’s choice met the important criterion of appealing

across regional, class, and ethnic boundaries. Everyone needed salt, and the

British taxes on it had an impact on all of India (see The Sepoy Mutiny, African

American Studies and Postcolonialism, Apartheid).Led by an “inner voice”

during this period of strategic uncertainty, Gandhi used the British

Government’s salt tax monopoly as a catalyst for a major “satyagraha”

campaign (Copley 46-8). One of Gandhi’s principal concepts,”satyagraha” goes

beyond mere “passive resistance” by adding the Sanskrit word “agraha”

(resolution) to “satya” (Truth). For him, it was crucial that Satyagrahis found

strength in their non-violent methods.40
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Character List

Mahatma Gandhi

Lawyer and National Civil Rights Leader

From early speeches to the Indian and British public, the primary goal of

Mahatma Gandhi was always for India to eatbalish complete independence

from the British Empire.39 Gandhi was born in 1869 in Gujarat.40 Before

leading his country into independence, he first arrived in South Africa and

witnessed dutch/south african apartheid firsthand where he commenced his

work of a civil non-violent disobedience movemen. 41 He was unofficially

known as the civilian leader of the Indian National Congress and a key player

for the Round Table Conferences.42 He is one of the most important figures of

the 20th century and was a main influence for Martin Luther King Junior and

Nelson Mandela, both using civilian non-violent disobedience to permanently

change their states domestic policy for the better. 43 India’s foreign policy can

also be attributed towards Gandhi and his dramatic shift of the Indian state by

pursuing policy of non intervention in other states . 44 While there has been of

course Pakistani-Indian disputes along with Kashmir, India has mostly stayed

out of interfering with other states affairs. 45 While he should certainly be

remembered for his positive role in changing the quality of life for many

people around the world, he should also be referred to as an imperfect

human being who had many flaws. This is important for delegates who

represent Gandhi and his followers.

45 Bhardwaj, G. (2020). Gandhi shares his vision for India. World Today, 76(2), 42–44.

44 Bhardwaj, G. (2020). Gandhi shares his vision for India. World Today, 76(2), 42–44.

43 Bhardwaj, G. (2020). Gandhi shares his vision for India. World Today, 76(2), 42–44.

42 Bhardwaj, G. (2020). Gandhi shares his vision for India. World Today, 76(2), 42–44.

41 Bhardwaj, G. (2020). Gandhi shares his vision for India. World Today, 76(2), 42–44.

40 Gandhi, Rajmohan. Gandhi: the man, his people, and the empire. Berkeley: University of California
Press, 2008.

39 Dāsa, Ratana. The Global Vision of Mahatma Gandhi. New Delhi: Sarup & Sons, 2005.
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Lord Irwin

Viceroy of India

Born in 1886, Lord Irlwin was the viceroy of India from 1926-1931. 46 He is

arguably the most important British figure leading up to the Round Table

Conferences and during the first two rounds. Lord Irwin was apparently

sympathetic to the role of Gandhi and his political aspirations to acquire

Indian independence. 47 He can be seen as a mediator of the transition from

British rule to either dominion status or full autonomy, whichever the

committee intends on doing. Sir Irwin was the British representative who

gave the green light to India to commence the Round Table Conferences. He

gave the message to India in 1929, November 1st. 48 He was crucial for the

advancements of gradual Indian autonomy and was the figurehead to

represent his majesty’s government. 49 While Indian sentiments gave

pressure to the British parliament for autonomy, it was Great Britain through

Irwin that made this a physical possibility.

Tej Bahadur Sapru

Lawyer, Politician, and Freedom Fighter

A key leader for India’s independence movement, Sapru was a lawyer and a

politician and a fighter for freedom. He was also instrumental for the creation

of the Indian Constitution. Born in Aligarh now called Uttar Pradesh, Sapru

was born into a Kashmiri Hindu family. 50 In his early career he was a lawyer for

a nationalist leader. Tej has a strong personality and can be seen as an

essential player for proper Indian independence for the Round Table

50 Mohan Kumar (1981). Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru: a political biography. Vipul Prakashan. Retrieved 25
March 2007. Even now there are many distinguished scholars of Persian among the Kashmiri Brahmins
in India. Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru and Raja Narendranath to mention two of them.

49 The Progress of Constitutional Reform in India. (1933). Foreign Affairs, 11(4), 613-15

48 The Progress of Constitutional Reform in India. (1933). Foreign Affairs, 11(4), 609–611

47 Irwin, Lord ." Encyclopedia of India. . Encyclopedia.com. 24 Jan. 2022 <https://www.encyclopedia.com>.

46 "Irwin, Lord ." Encyclopedia of India. . Encyclopedia.com. 24 Jan. 2022
<https://www.encyclopedia.com>.
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Conferences. His political career includes working for the Legislative Council

of the United Provinces from 1913-1916 and the Imperial Legislative Council

from 1916-1920.

B.R Ambedkar

Jurist, Economist, and Social Reformer

Born in the Central Provinces now known as Madhya Pradesh, Ambedkar was

part of 14 siblings of an army officer and his member. He was born into the

family of the previously held term “untouchables” and fought for their

liberation in subsequent years. During the eventual framing of the

Constitution, this term was declared illegal. 51 He is mostly known as a

contributor to social justice, but he also made large contributions to the

eventual creation of the India Constitution. 52 Ambedkar was heavily

influenced by John Dewey of Columbia University where he was taught about

liberalism and attempted to use a constitution as a framework to protect

people against social discrimination. 53 In particular, the untouchable class.

He implemented and preached values of liberalism in India long before the

Constitution was drafted. Ambedkar takes classic ideas of western liberalism,

where an individual should have proper autonomy within a society, to an

Indian variant where Ambedkar specifically mentions the group autonomy of

the untouchables relative to the state of India. 54 His mentor was MG Ranaded.

Ambedkar believed that citizens practicing social like-mindedness was key to

an ensured democracy. 55 Ambedkar will be an important player for the

representation of the untouchables during the Round Table Conferences.

55 Chakrabarty, 141-43

54 Chakrabarty, 136-138

53 Chakrabarty, 135-137

52 Chakrabarty, B. (2016). BR Ambedkar and the history of constitutionalizing India. Contemporary South
Asia, 24(2), 133–148. https://doi-org.lib-ezproxy.concordia.ca/10.1080/09584935.2016.1195338 133-35.

51 Britannica, The Editors of Encyclopaedia. "untouchable". Encyclopedia Britannica, 18 May. 2020,
https://www.britannica.com/topic/untouchable. Accessed 20 January 2022.
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Muhammed Ali Jinah

Politician and Founder of Pakistan

“Father of Pakistan”, Jinah was the founder of Pakistan and influenced his

assistance to persuade viceroy Sir Irwin to commence the Round Table

Conferences of India. 56 Jinah was born in Karachi and was raised in a

predominantly muslim household. 57 He and others in the muslim community

in India would eventually form the state of Pakistan, a seperation from the rise

of a naitonalist hindu in National Congress. Jinah and most other politically

active members in India prior to the country's independence advocated

separate sovereign ties with Great Britain.

James Ramsy Mcdonald

Mcdonald was the prime minister of the United Kingdom from 1929-1935,

representing the labor party until he got kicked out. 58 He grew up in Bristol

and was taught left wing ideology by joining the Social Democratic

Association in 1885. In 1894, Mcdonald joined the labour party where he

became figurehead of the party in 1929.59 Mcdonald was not in favor of

granting India independence or dominion status, and rather had India be

part of Great Britain through ‘responsible government’. 60 In Mcdonald’s early

days, he went and joined the Fabian society where he developed his skills in

the physical sciences. His path for science did not stay for long because he

ended up having health problems towards the latter of his science degree.

60 Morgan, Kevin. (2006) MacDonald (20 British Prime Ministers of the 20th Century), Haus Publishing,
ISBN 1-904950-61-2

59 Britannica, T. Editors of Encyclopaedia (2021, November 5). Ramsay MacDonald. Encyclopedia
Britannica. https://www.britannica.com/biography/Ramsay-MacDonald

58 Britannica, T. Editors of Encyclopaedia (2021, November 5). Ramsay MacDonald. Encyclopedia
Britannica. https://www.britannica.com/biography/Ramsay-MacDonald

57 Wolpert, Stanley (1984). Jinnah of Pakistan. New York: Oxford University Press. ISBN 978-0-19-503412-7.

56 Ahmed, Akbar S. (2005) [First published 1997]. Jinnah, Pakistan, and Islamic Identity: The Search for Saladin.
London: Routledge. ISBN 978-1-134-75022-1.
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Despite his setback in the physical world, he quickly went into politics in the

late 1890’s. 61

V.S. Srinivisasa Sastri

Valangaiman Sankaranarayana Srinivasa Sastri was born in September of 1869

in the village of Valangaiman, India. He was born poor and was known to have

an exceptional command of the English language. He used to be a school

teacher and would end up as an integral part of the Round Table Conferences

representing the Liberal Party of India. 52He used to be part of the Indian

National Congress, but left due to political differences. He was not in favor of

the separation of India into the current states of Bangladesh and Pakistan.

Sastri was a supporter of Gandhi and the Non-Cooperation movement.

Aga Khan III

Sir Sultan Mahomed Shah, Aga Khan III was the 48th Imam of the Nizari

Ismaili sect of Islam. He was one of the founders and the first permanent

president of the All-India Muslim League (AIML).53His goal was the

advancement of Muslim agendas and protection of Muslim rights in India.

The League, until the late 1930s, was not a large organisation but represented

the landed and commercial Muslim interests of the British-ruled 'United

Provinces' (as of today Uttar Pradesh). He shared Sir Syed Ahmad Khan's belief

that Muslims should first build up their social capital through advanced

education before engaging in politics. Aga Khan called on the British Raj to

consider Muslims to be a separate nation within India, the so-called 'Two

Nation Theory'.

61 Britannica, T. Editors of Encyclopaedia (2021, November 5). Ramsay MacDonald. Encyclopedia
Britannica. https://www.britannica.com/biography/Ramsay-MacDonald
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William Peel

William Robert Wellesley Peel, known as The Viscount Peel, was a British

politician, as a local councilor, a Member of Parliament and a member of the

House of Lords. After an early career as a barrister and journalist, he entered

first local, then national politics. He rose to hold a number of ministerial

positions, but is probably best remembered for chairing the Peel Commission,

which recommended for the first time the partition of the British Mandate of

Palestine into separate Jewish and Arab states.62

Rufus Daniel Isaacs

Rufus Daniel Isaacs, 1st Marquess of Reading, was a British Liberal politician

and judge, who served as Lord Chief Justice of England, Viceroy of India, and

Foreign Secretary, the last Liberal to hold that post. As a former viceroy,

Reading was critical of some of the policies of his successor Lord Irwin. On 5

November 1929 he attacked Irwin in the House of Lords for using the term

"Dominion Status" with regard to India, prior to the report of the Simon

Commission.63

William Benn

William Wedgwood Benn, 1st Viscount Stansgate, was a British Liberal

politician who later joined the Labor Party. A decorated Royal Air Force officer,

he was Secretary of State for India between 1929 and 1931, and was sworn in to

the Privy Council in 1929. Being an important member of the liberal party and

a close associate of the then prime minister of UK, William Benn holds crucial

and strategic links to the government and the future of India.

63 Britannica, T. Editors of Encyclopaedia, Rufus Isaac
62 Britannica, T. Editors of Encyclopaedia,William Peel
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Muhammad Ali Jauhar

Muhammad Ali Jauhar was an Indian Muslim activist, prominent member of

the All-India Muslim League, journalist and a poet, and was among the

leading figures of the Khilafat Movement.Mohammad Ali Jauhar was a

product of the Aligarh Movement.64 He was elected to become the President

of Indian National Congress party in 1923 and it lasted only for a few months.

He was also one of the founders and 14th president of the All-India Muslim

League.

Jai Singh Prabhakar

Sir Jai Singh Prabhakar was the Maharaja of the princely state of Alwar from

1892 to 1937. The only son of the previous ruler, Sir Mangal Singh Prabhakar

Bahadur, Sir Jai Singh initially was noted as brilliant, erudite and charming.

However, he was later forced into exile. He died in 1937 at the age of 54.65 He

was succeeded by a distant relative, Tej Singh Prabhakar Bahadur.

He was educated in Mayo College, Ajmer. He was a highly regarded Indian

English orator and scholar. He lived a lavish lifestyle and spent treasury money

on hunting and palaces such as Sariska Palace (now a tiger reserve and hotel).

He assisted the farming community with the construction of a number of

bunds (irrigation dams).Jai Singh holds major influence in the royal circles of

India primarily because of alwar being an important princely state within the

dominion of India.

Maharaja Hari Singh

65 Britannica, T. Editors of Encyclopaedia, Jai Prabhakar
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Maharaja Sir Hari Singh was the last ruling Maharaja of the princely state of

Jammu and Kashmir.Hari Singh was the son of Amar Singh and Bhotiali Chib.

In 1923, following his uncle's death, Singh became the new Maharaja of

Jammu and Kashmir. After Indian Independence in 1947, Singh wanted

Jammu and Kashmir to remain as an independent kingdom. He was required

to accede to the Dominion of India to get the support of Indian troops against

an invasion by tribal armed men and the Pakistan Army into his state.Singh

remained the titular Maharaja of the state until 1952, when the monarchy was

abolished by the Indian government. After spending his final days in Bombay,

he died on 26 April 1961.Singh was also a controversial figure due to his

involvement in the agitation in Kashmir against his government in 1931, and

the rebellion against him in Poonch in 1947. Likewise he holds an important

foothold in this conference for being the ruler of one of the, if not most,

important princely states of India.66

Arcot Ramasamy

Diwan Bahadur Sir Arcot Ramasamy Mudaliar, was an Indian lawyer, diplomat

and statesman who served as a senior leader of the Justice Party and in

various administrative and bureaucratic posts in pre-independence and

independent India.Arcot Ramasamy Mudaliar was born on 14 October 1887 in

the town of Kurnool and had his schooling in Kurnool. He graduated from the

Madras Christian College and studied law at the Madras Law College. On

completion of his studies, he practiced as a lawyer before joining the Justice

Party and entering politics. Mudaliar was nominated to the Madras Legislative

Council in 1920 and served from 1920 to 1926 and as a member of the Madras

Legislative Assembly from 1931 to 1934, losing to S. Satyamurti in the 1934

elections.67 He served as a member of the Imperial Legislative Council from

1939 to 1941, as a part of Winston Churchill's war cabinet from 1942 to 1945 and

67 The Justice Party(1922)- William Gerard.
66 The History of Kashmir(Britannica).
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as the Indian representative in the Pacific War Council. He was India's

delegate to the San Francisco Conference and served as the first president of

the United Nations Economic and Social Council.He also served as the last

diwan of Mysore kingdom and occupied the seat from 1946 to 1949.

Maharaja Bhupinder Singh

Succeeded his father Sir Rajinder Singh upon his death, as Maharaja of

Patiala. Educated at Aitchison College in Lahore, he took over the

Government in 1910. An accomplished cricketer, he captained the India team

that toured England in 1911. As a leader of the Sikhs in India he took an

interest in Indian affairs. He showed loyalty to the British Empire by sending

28,000 of his men to fight in World War I. This led to a further recruitment

drive for volunteers. Almost 89,000 Sikhs fought for the British in the War.

Singh unveiled the Southern Gateway of the Royal Pavilion in 1921, a gift from

Indian Maharajas to thank Brighton for aiding wounded Indian soldiers. He

was chancellor of the Indian Chamber of Princes (1926-30), and led the Indian

States delegation at the Round Table Conference in London.68 The Maharaja

lived an extravagant and opulent life of excess; he owned a fleet of

custom-built Rolls-Royces and commissioned the 'Patiala Necklace' by

Cartier, one of the most expensive pieces of jewelry ever made.

Sardar Ujjal Singh

Sardar Ujjal Singh was an Indian politician who served as the Governor of

Punjab Prior to this he was a participant in the First Round Table Conference,

opened officially by King George V on 12 November 1930 where he served as

the representative of the sikh community. He was one of the most prominent

members of the sikh community at that time and served as a medium to

voice their concerns to the government.69

69 The History of the Sikh Khushwant Singh

68 The life of HH.(Henry Poole) 1968.
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Cowasji Jehangir

Sir Cowasji Jehangir, 2nd Baronet, was a prominent member of the Bombay

Parsi community. He was the son of Sir Jehangir Cowasji Jehangir

Readymoney, 1st Bt. (1853–1934) and grand-nephew of Sir Cowasji Jehangir

Readymoney (1812–1878). He was educated at St John's College, Cambridge.70

Cowasji Jehangir campaigned for a prominent role for the Parsi Zoroastrian

community in independent India. He had become a member of the "Western

India National Liberation Federation", at its founding in 1919, and was elected

its president in 1936 and 1937. He was also active in the reactionary "Parsee

Central Committee", which was critical of Congress Parsis like Dadabhai

Naoroji and Pherozeshah Mehta. Jehangir served as the representative of the

small but wealthy Parsi community in India at the round table conference

which also had a vested interest for a lot of big Parsi businessmen.

Narayan Joshi

Narayan Malhar Joshi was an Indian trade union leader and follower of Gopal

Krishna Gokhale. Joshi became involved in labor issues and started the All

India Trade Union Congress in 1920 along with Lala Lajpat Rai. He was the

general secretary of AITUC from 1925 to 1929 and from 1940 to 1948.In 1931, he

left AITUC and started the All India Trade Union Federation.

In 1911, Joshi established an organization called the Social Service League. The

League conducted training programmes for volunteers, whose services were

later utilized for relief work among people suffering from famines, epidemics,

floods and other disasters, and also for welfare programmes among the poor

and the destitute. He was president of Bombay Textile Labor Union. Among

other titles, he is considered one of the pioneers in Modern Indian Social

Work.

70 The History of the Parsi in India Narsee Monjee Mittal
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Sir Muhammad Zafrulla Khan

Sir Muhammad Zafrulla Khan, original name Chaudhri Muhammad Zafrulla

was a Pakistani politician, diplomat, and international jurist, known

particularly for his representation of Pakistan at the United Nations (UN).The

son of the leading attorney of his native city, Zafrulla Khan studied at

Government College in Lahore and received his LL.B. from King’s College,

London University, in 1914. He practiced law in Sialkot and Lahore, became a

member of the Punjab Legislative Council in 1926, and was a delegate in 1930,

1931, and 1932 to the Round Table Conferences on Indian reforms in London. In

1931–32 he was president of the All-India Muslim League (later the Muslim

League), and he sat on the British viceroy’s executive council as its Muslim

member from 1935 to 1941. He led the Indian delegation to the League of

Nations in 1939, and from 1941 to 1947 he served as a judge of the Federal

Court of India. 71

Sarojini Naidu

Sarojini Naidu was an Indian political activist and poet. A proponent of civil

rights, women's emancipation, and anti-imperialistic ideas, she was an

important figure in India's struggle for independence from colonial rule.

Naidu's work as a poet earned her the sobriquet 'the Nightingale of India', or

'Bharat Kokila' by Mahatma Gandhi because of the color, imagery and lyrical

quality of her poetry. Following her time in England, where she worked as a

suffragist, she was drawn to the Indian National Congress movement for

India's independence from British rule. She became a part of the Indian

71 The All India Muslim League and Its History - Aga Khan
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nationalist movement and became a follower of Mahatma Gandhi and his

idea of swaraj. Subsequently, she was appointed as the President of the Indian

National Congress in 1925 and later became the Governor of the United

Provinces in 1947, becoming the first woman to hold the office of Governor in

the Dominion of India. 72

Lawrence Dundas

Lawrence John Lumley Dundas, 2nd Marquess of Zetland, was a British

Conservative politician. An expert on India, he served as Secretary of State for

India in the late 1930s. Zetland was returned to Parliament for Hornsey in 1907,

a seat he held until 1916. Much of his public career centered on British India. In

September 1912, he was appointed as a member of the Royal Commission on

the Public Services in India of 1912–1915.[6] He was Governor of Bengal between

1917 and 1922 and Secretary of State for India between 1935 and 1940.

Although a member of the Conservative Party, his belief was that Indians

should be allowed to take ever-increasing responsibility for the government of

the country, culminating in Dominion status (enjoyed by Canada, Australia,

and other formerly self-governing parts of the British Empire). Zetland played

an important role in the protracted negotiations which led to the

Government of India Act 1935, which began, subject to the implacable

opposition of Winston Churchill and the "diehards" to anything that might

imperil direct British rule over India, to implement those ideals. 73

Ahmad Said Khan

Lieutenant Colonel Saeed ul-Mulk Nawab Sir Muhammad Ahmad Said Khan,

Nawab of Chhatari was Governor of the United Provinces, Chief Minister of

73 Center of the study of british colonialism The university of central london

72 Indian National Congress Archives .1947
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United Provinces, President of the Executive Council of the Nizam of

Hyderabad (i.e. Prime Minister of Hyderabad) and Chief Scout of India. From

17 May 1923 to 11 January 1926 the Nawab was a Minister in the Cabinet of the

United Provinces,then in 1931 he returned as Minister of Agriculture there. Like

other great Muslim zamindars, including the Raja of Salempur, was a trusted

ally of the British administration of the United Provinces and was appointed

as acting Governor for some seven months, from April to November 1933. The

Government of India Act 1935, formulated after a series of round table

conferences, came into effect on 1 April 1937, and the Nawab of Chhatari, as

leader of the National Agriculturist Parties, was invited to form a Cabinet, and

was briefly chief minister during 1937. 74

Questions to Consider

1. How should representatives balance their domestic political

preferences with creating more autonomy from British rule?

2. How will delegates conclude the RTC’s? Will India still have a

connection with the British Empire, or will it become an autonomous

state recognized by the League of Nations?

3. Will the liberal party concede to the progressives, or will there be a

political roadblock?

74 The Aligarh Movement by the Aligarh Muslim Univeristy
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