


2

Table of Contents

Letter From the Director-General . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

Letter From the USG General Assemblies and Specialized Agencies . . . . . .  3

Letters From the Dais . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

Introduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

Topic 1: Illicit Arms Trade . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

Topic 2: Biological Warfare . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30

Bibliography . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43

_______________________________ _______________________________



3

Letter From the Director-General

Dear delegates,

It has been my pleasure to serve as this year’s Director-General for CONMUN
2022! I would like to take this opportunity to thank the amazing team I’ve
worked with, specifically José and Zach, who both worked tirelessly on these
amazing committees. Without them, this conference would not be possible.

This year, we spent countless hours picking the best committee options for all
kinds of delegates. We hope that this weekend not only challenges you, but
also brings you the best memories! There is nothing more rewarding than
seeing all the hard work you’ve put in, come into fruition. Best of luck to you
all!

Regards,
Christina Koikaran
dg.conmun@cg-aa.org

Letter From the USG General Assemblies & Specialized Agencies

Salutations to all!

I am José Moro, and I have the pleasure of being CONMUN 2022’s USG General
Assemblies and Specialized Agencies.

Over the last year, the team and I have been working on preparing the topics
and committees that you, the delegates, will have the chance to debate over
the weekend. I would like to thank the dais for their tireless effort and
collaboration in the drafting and planning of the committee.

We hope you enjoy your time at the conference, and that your experience at
CONMUN culminates with a sense of pride and accomplishment in your work.
I wish you all good luck!

Best,
J.M.

_______________________________ _______________________________
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Letter from The Chair

Dear Delegates,

My name is Paul Firobind, and it is with great pleasure that I will be your
Committee Chair this year at CONMUN 2022! To tell you a little bit about
myself: I am in my third year at McGill, but this will be my fifth year of study
and residency in Montreal. I am studying Political Science as a major and
International Development and Economics as a minor.

I come from a small village in Eastern France called Emagny, but I spent most
of my childhood in the closest city: Besançon, the French capital of
watchmaking and birthplace of one of the greatest French writers; Victor
Hugo. This weekend will be my first time chairing a MUN committee. Outside
of MUN, I enjoy being part of the active life on campus having been a Member
of the McGill Delegation to the Political Science Games or sharing my passion
for MUN by being Head Delegate External and Consultant for the young
UdeMMUN team with whom I participate in many simulations and now
delegate for the Concordia Extern Delegation.

This year, I will have the privilege of being accompanied by an amazing Vice
Chair who has worked hard to make this committee fantastic! In other words,
get ready to have an incredible presidency at CONMUN 2022. Without further
ado, here is a short introduction to our wonderful Vice-Chair.

Letter from The Vice-Chair

Hello everyone, my name is Antoine Brière and I will be your vice-chair for this
DISEC committee. I am a 21 years old French student in third year of an
Economics and Politics bachelor in Montreal University. I started model united
nations four years ago when I was in CEGEP. More precisely in the Model
United Nations association for Collégial International Sainte-Anne in 2019. I
also staffed as assistant crisis director for the Berlin Conference committee at
MUNC 2021. And now I am pleased to staff for the first time as vice-chair for
this DISEC committee for CONMUN 2022.

On a more fun note, I like to present myself as a very sociable person and a
really specific character. I like to live adventures, but I am also someone really
passionate and fully cultivate. Ask me about history, culture, art, literature,
music, philosophy, sociology, geopolitics, and economics and maybe I will give
you something. I am a party animal, but in committee I will remain calm and

_______________________________ _______________________________
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more than happy to see you debate. I remain pretty confident in your
capacities to solve these important issues together.

In this year's DISEC committee the topics will be weapons trafficking and
biological terrorism. I look forward to seeing how you, the delegates, will be
able to debate, conserve, and work to bring to votes amazing resolutions to
combat these threats which represent a real danger to many civilians around
the world and a real humanitarian issue.

Please feel free to contact me or Antoine if you have any questions before the
conference begins. I am absolutely thrilled to be a part of this committee and
look forward to meeting you all!

_______________________________ _______________________________
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The United Nations

The United Nations (UN) is an international body established on October 24,

1945, after World War II. The UN was the second attempt to create an

international organization after the failure of the League of Nations, which was

created in 1919. The UN’s office is currently located in New York City with

additional headquarters in Geneva, Vienna, and Nairobi. The official languages

include Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish. The objective of

the UN is to maintain peace and security, develop friendly relations, and solve

global issues with respect to the basics of human rights. In addition, the

United Nations is split into 6 sections. The Security Council, General Assembly

(includes DISEC), Economic and Social Council, International Court of Justice,

Secretariat and Trusteeship Council.

Committee Overview

The first committee in the United Nations was the Disarmament and

International Security Committee (DISEC). DISEC is commonly referred to as

the original committee which was formed in response to the need for an

international platform to discuss issues of peace and security amongst the

members based on the UN Charter. The Charter states DISEC is to establish

general principles of cooperation in the maintenance of international peace

and security, including the principles governing disarmament and regulation

of armaments. Furthermore, DISEC should give recommendations with

_______________________________ _______________________________
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regard to such principles to the members or to the Security Council. Keep in

mind that DISEC cannot directly advise the decisions of the Security Council,

but can provide solutions based on the UN Charter.1

Topic 1: Overview

The illicit arms trade can be defined as the illegal transfer and dealership of

nuclear arms and weaponry. The whole system of trade violates existing

national and international regulations, involving unauthorized manufacturing

and circulation of arms and weapons within borders.

The network of these vile weapon traders is not only wide and extensive but

profitable. Estimations on the quantity of trafficking are extremely difficult to

make due to a lack of detection. These illicit arms can be used under different

circumstances, including crime, armed conflict, and “self-defence.” For crime,

perpetrators use these weapons to commit crimes knowing they will not be

traced back. Moreover, there is a lack of restrictions on the illegal market in

terms of the types of gun laws.

Consequently, these weapons are used in armed conflicts with international

laws in control of regulating the trade of arms in conflicted regions. This offers

the opposition party an opportunity to supply their arsenal with weapons and

1 Seeing the current situation in Ukraine, the DISEC will be held in real-time, i.e. the date of the
committee is set to April 1st 2022.

_______________________________ _______________________________
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ammunition by paying large amounts of money or by the exchange of natural

resources.

“Self-defence” is a term mainly seen in constitutional states to minimize the

term “illicit weapons”. For instance, Germany is a monopoly of violence,

threatening to use physical violence in the framework to govern the law. Its

intended purpose is to prevent people from taking the law into their hands for

revenge. The argument of self defence differs from nation to nation. The

United States of America, for example, uses weapons to grant greater

“freedoms” while Commonwealth countries such as Canada have stricter gun

regulations. The culprits who indulge in the illicit arms trade are commonly

involved in the legal trading of weapons, this includes producers, traders,

government officials, and civilians. The convicted establish secretive networks

with producers and arms brokers, hauling and selling the weapons to the

buyer.

Historical Background

European traders established a foundation of trading arms in the 16th and

17th centuries when they started shipping arms to African, American, and

Asian markets. The trade created what is known as the “triangular trade” . In2

response, Africa traded slaves and other goods to the Americas. While the

2 katharina.kiener-manu, “Firearms Module 3 Key Issues: History of Legitimate Arms Market,” Unodc.org,
2020, https://www.unodc.org/e4j/en/firearms/module-3/key-issues/history-of-legitimate-arms-market.ht
ml#:~:text=Pre%2DCold%20War,Grant%2C%202012%3A%201)..

_______________________________ _______________________________
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trade in weapons has blanketed the planet, Bout’s dealings in Africa reflect

how that continent, more than others, has been saturated by the arms trade

to disastrous effect for centuries. Starting in the sixteenth century, European

traders began trafficking arms into African, American, and to a lesser extent,

Asian markets . While there was diffusion of firearms technology, West3

European centers emerged as the main sources of arms across Europe and

around the world.

Western European states dominated the trade, partly because of advances in

firearm and gunpowder technologies, but also because of their burgeoning

global trade networks. Europeans sought to leverage their advances in gun

technology to increase their presence and profits in the slave trade out of

Africa. Among these western centers, Portugal acted as the chief conduit of

firearms to Asia and Africa in the sixteenth century thanks to its global trade

routes. Despite Papal bans on the sale of weapons to non-Christians, first

issued in 1179, and reiterated numerous times thereafter, the Portuguese

initiated the arms traffic into the African Gold Coast in the sixteenth

century—trade that brought great profit. By the seventeenth century, the

Dutch became the leading arms exporters internationally, with Amsterdam at

the heart of the trade . Purchasers of Dutch weapons came from neighboring4

4 katharina.kiener-manu, “Firearms Module 3 Key Issues: History of Legitimate Arms Market,” Unodc.org,
2020, https://www.unodc.org/e4j/en/firearms/module-3/key-issues/history-of-legitimate-arms-market.ht
ml#:~:text=Pre%2DCold%20War,Grant%2C%202012%3A%201)..

3 katharina.kiener-manu, “Firearms Module 3 Key Issues: History of Legitimate Arms Market,” Unodc.org,
2020, https://www.unodc.org/e4j/en/firearms/module-3/key-issues/history-of-legitimate-arms-market.ht
ml#:~:text=Pre%2DCold%20War,Grant%2C%202012%3A%201)..

_______________________________ _______________________________
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European states such as France and England, as well as customers from

further afield including Sweden, Russia, Poland, Portugal, Venice, and

Morocco. As firearm technology changed in Europe, European traders sought

to sell their old, less desirable weapons in Africa and elsewhere. And these

weapons offered excellent goods for use in the slave trade.

Between the years 1650-1700, a rising flow of new trade flintlock muskets with

older matchlocks released from European armies poured into various West

Africa regions: Gold Coast, Slave Coast, Benin by the early 18th century, and the

eastern Niger Delta by 1750 .5

As a measure of the scale of operations, in 1700, Dutch establishments on the

Gold Coast ordered 6,000 carbines. Additionally, the English Royal African

Company sent 32,954 arms to West Africa between 1701 and 1704 . In 1730, the6

Gold Coast and Slave Coast together imported 180,000 firearms . English7

private commercial interests substantially joined the African arms traffic

business by the turn of the 18th century. Private English arms exports to West

Africa commenced in the late 1690s, with gun-making centers in London and

Birmingham. The first order for “slave-trade guns” was completed in 1698.

The increase of European firearms to the region was linked to the increasing

European demand for African slaves as African traders found themselves in a

7 “‘Merchants of Death’: The International Traffic in Arms | Origins,” Origins, 2012, 
6 “‘Merchants of Death’: The International Traffic in Arms | Origins,” Origins, 2012, 

5 katharina.kiener-manu, “Firearms Module 3 Key Issues: History of Legitimate Arms Market,” Unodc.org,
2020, https://www.unodc.org/e4j/en/firearms/module-3/key-issues/history-of-legitimate-arms-market.ht
ml#:~:text=Pre%2DCold%20War,Grant%2C%202012%3A%201)..

_______________________________ _______________________________
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position to demand more guns in exchange for slaves. The second half of the

18th century witnessed a surge of English arms exports. Of the estimated

283,000-394,000 firearms annually imported into West Africa between 1750

and 1807, England accounted for around 45 percent. One firm in Birmingham

alone was manufacturing 25,000-30,000 guns a year for the West African

market in 1754. As these figures indicate, the slave trade and the arms trade

were inextricably bound .8

Guns, Industry, and European Imperial Reach

The period between 1860-1918 witnessed a profound expansion in the volume

of arms trafficking. As industrialization picked up in Europe, more arms could

be produced at a faster pace. Mass production and an unending series of

technological advancements in weaponry generated obsolete castoffs and

war surplus weapons on an increasing scale.

In the global context, the main players in the extra-European arms traffic were

the French, Belgians, and the Italians to a lesser extent in East Africa.

Overwhelmingly, the weapons sold included older Remington and Gras rifles

rather than the state-of-the-art weapons manufactured by Mauser and Steyr.

Mauser was the German specialized light weapons company since the 19th

century and Steyr was the Austrian original light weapon company at the

same period. The prominence of Liège as a chief supplier of firearms to Africa

also reflected changes in the period. By the late 19th century, Liège had taken

8 “‘Merchants of Death’: The International Traffic in Arms | Origins,” Origins, 2012, 

_______________________________ _______________________________
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the African gun trade away from Birmingham, and the Belgian city accounted

for some 67 percent of the African arms traffic by 1907 . Thanks to the imperial9

scramble for Africa in the last quarter of the 19th century, East Africa rose as the

chief destination for imported firearms through trafficking and new private

traders. State governments took on leading roles in the trade.

By the early 1880s, both the Italians and the French worked to supply Ethiopia

with arms. Italian officials wanted to gain political influence over King Menilek

of Ethiopia as part of their imperial efforts, whereas the French interest grew

from private arms traders. By the end of 1882, French rifles were arriving in

Ethiopia from Marseilles. French traders delivered obsolete French and

Belgian weapons, and often sold them with a markup between 400 and 500

percent . The Italians committed to deliver 4,000 rifles immediately and10

50,000 Remingtons with 10 million cartridges over the next decade .11

Beginning in the second half of the 1890s Belgian and French firms figured

prominently in the arms traffic. The arms trade was a consequential source of

jobs for Europeans. At Liège, more than 10,000 workmen engaged in the

manufacture and repair of arms, of which 3,000 worked at the large private

factory of Herstal, which was supported by the Belgian government. In 1895,

Ethiopia’s Menilek had sent a mission to Paris with the sole purpose of

11 “‘Merchants of Death’: The International Traffic in Arms | Origins,” Origins, 2012, 

10 katharina.kiener-manu, “Firearms Module 3 Key Issues: History of Legitimate Arms Market,” Unodc.org,
2020, https://www.unodc.org/e4j/en/firearms/module-3/key-issues/history-of-legitimate-arms-market.ht
ml#:~:text=Pre%2DCold%20War,Grant%2C%202012%3A%201)..

9 katharina.kiener-manu, “Firearms Module 3 Key Issues: History of Legitimate Arms Market,” Unodc.org,
2020, https://www.unodc.org/e4j/en/firearms/module-3/key-issues/history-of-legitimate-arms-market.ht
ml#:~:text=Pre%2DCold%20War,Grant%2C%202012%3A%201)..

_______________________________ _______________________________
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forwarding arms and ammunition via Djibouti. The fruits of this mission

manifested in a major shipment of 40,000 arms and 5 million rounds of

ammunition from Liège to Ethiopia conveyed by the Dutch steamer Doelwijk.

By 1898, 300,000 guns and carbines had been exported from Belgium. A

single French firm at St. Étienne had supplied 350,000 carbines for Ethiopia, of

which 150,000 arrived in March 1900. These were Gras Mousqueton carbines

recently discarded by the French artillery service .12

World War I and II provided more demand for the illicit arms, and trade

became divided based on allies, with the USA exporting an approximately 2.3

billion dollars to Allied Powers. During the Cold War, the United States and the

Soviet Union became the main exporters of weapons . They exported to their13

respective allies and involved their weapons in areas of conflict, specifically in

Vietnam and Afghanistan. Since there were little restrictions on the creation of

arms, this paved the way for illegal trafficking. The current use of firearms by

criminals poses a threat to the safety of citizens worldwide. It is not unusual

for criminals to use these weapons for robberies and murder. In addition,

these weapons often stem into corruption, environmental crime, human

trafficking, maritime piracy, organized crime, and terrorist activities.

13 “Arms Trafficking: Its Past, Present, and Future,” American Academy of Arts & Sciences,
2020, https://www.amacad.org/news/arms-trafficking-its-past-present-and-future.

12 “‘Merchants of Death’: The International Traffic in Arms | Origins,” Origins, 2012, 

_______________________________ _______________________________
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Timeline

1600 - European traders established trade routes for weapons.

1650 - Established the triangular trade.

1700 - Manufactured the trade of slaves, resources, and weapons.

1860 - There was a profound expansion in arms trading.

1950 - Nuclear arms trafficking rose in popularity due to the Cold War and the

conclusion of WWII.

1980 - United Nations Institute of Disarmament Research (UNIDIR) was

established.

1999 - Small Arms Survey was established. Acted as a guide to implement

mechanisms to combat the illicit flow of weapons.

July 11, 2001- Firearms protocols were signed. The treaty prevents the

trafficking of small arms and light weapons.

December 24, 2014 - Arms Trade Treaty was established, ATT regulates the

international trade in conventional arms.

_______________________________ _______________________________
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Illicit Arms Trade Today

According to recent estimates, there are now more than one billion firearms in

circulation worldwide. The precise number is impossible to determine, even

though most of their highly secretive trade is legal. Despite the opacity of this

sector, all indications are that the global arms trade is growing.

It is difficult to determine the number of firearms in circulation. However,

several recent estimates such as that of the Small Arms Survey, an

independent research project attached to the Graduate Institute of

International and Development Studies in Geneva, suggest that there are

more than one billion firearms in circulation worldwide. This figure, calculated

in 2017, would comprise of 857 million weapons (85%) in civilian hands, 133

million (13%) in military arsenals and 23 million (2%) within law enforcement

agencies . For this research institute, this global stockpile has increased over14

the past decade largely due to civilian holdings, which rose from 650 million in

2006 to 857 million in 2017. On the other hand, according to Amnesty

International and several NGOs specializing in arms control, another

important indicator is the size of the arms trade, which has been growing

steadily since 2013. In this sector, the illegal market is difficult to estimate.

According to the Uppsala Conflict Data Program at Uppsala University in

14 Godnick, William. (2002} “TACKLING the ILLICIT TRADE in SMALL ARMS and LIGHT
WEAPONS,” n.d. British American Security Information Council, International Alert and Saferworld,
Project Ploughshares and the Arias Foundation for Peace and Human Progress

_______________________________ _______________________________
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Sweden, in 2017, the top 100 arms exporting firms in the world sold $398.2

billion worth of arms .15

The Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI), an independent

international research institute on conflict, arms, arms control, and

disarmament, provides figures in its 2020 annual report that confirms this

scale of the arms trade. Compared to the period between 2005 and 2009, the

report shows a significant increase between 2010 and 2014 and a second

increase between 2015 and 2019. The latter increase is linked to a strong

increase in money transfers to the Middle East, where there was a 61%

increase in imports . Saudi Arabia, India, Egypt, Australia, and Algeria together16

account for around 35% of world imports. As for exporting countries, for the

period 2015-2019, SIPRI ranks the United States first: they account for 36% of

the global arms trade. They export to 96 countries. Additionally, 22% of these

US exports are directed to Saudi Arabia. The second country with most

exportations is Russia. France also accounts for 7.9% of world trade with a 72%

increase in exports to Egypt, Qatar, and India .17

The firearms trade is marked by opacity, and state secrecy is at odds with

many attempts at transparency. The Group for Research and Information on

17 Godnick, William. (2002} “TACKLING the ILLICIT TRADE in SMALL ARMS and LIGHT
WEAPONS,” n.d. British American Security Information Council, International Alert and Saferworld,
Project Ploughshares and the Arias Foundation for Peace and Human Progress

16 Godnick, William. (2002} “TACKLING the ILLICIT TRADE in SMALL ARMS and LIGHT
WEAPONS,” n.d. British American Security Information Council, International Alert and Saferworld,
Project Ploughshares and the Arias Foundation for Peace and Human Progress

15 Godnick, William. (2002} “TACKLING the ILLICIT TRADE in SMALL ARMS and LIGHT
WEAPONS,” n.d. British American Security Information Council, International Alert and Saferworld,
Project Ploughshares and the Arias Foundation for Peace and Human Progress

_______________________________ _______________________________
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Peace and Security (GRIP), an independent research center in Belgium, also

denounces the behaviour of industries, which it accuses of hiding behind

defence secrecy to justify practices that are difficult to accept in democratic

states. For example, the Convention and Protocol on Firearms, adopted by the

UN General Assembly in May 2001, and the Arms Trade Treaty, adopted in April

2013, stipulate "the need to prevent and eradicate the illicit trade in

conventional arms and to prevent their detour to the illicit trade or to

unauthorized end-users, including for the purpose of committing terrorist

acts," and generally establish rules on the transfer of arms to prevent their

detour. But the reality in many theaters of crisis is quite different.

Amnesty International, in a February 2019 report, documented the presence of

a range of weapons from Western countries in Yemen. As Stan Braban, deputy

director of GRIP , comments, In the war in Yemen, Belgian weapons were18

found that were initially exported, presumably to the United Arab Emirates,

and ended up in the hands of an armed group, the Giants Brigades, which has

more than questionable practices in terms of respect for international

humanitarian law and the law of war. So even in the official trade, there are

weapons that escape the control that should be carried out. It was the same

thing with the arms of the Islamic State organization, where we found a rather

impressive arsenal from almost all the producing countries of the planet,

18 Godnick, William. (2002} “TACKLING the ILLICIT TRADE in SMALL ARMS and LIGHT
WEAPONS,” n.d. British American Security Information Council, International Alert and Saferworld,
Project Ploughshares and the Arias Foundation for Peace and Human Progress

_______________________________ _______________________________
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including European countries with considerable volumes. To make the

practices of this trade more transparent and democratic, many attempts have

been initiated in Europe and have had success since 2010 . The Maire-Tabarot19

report calls for France to catch up in terms of parliamentary control over arms

sales compared to its European partners, such as Germany, the United

Kingdom, and the Netherlands. In Britain, a London court ruled that British

exports to Saudi Arabia were illegal, asking the country's highest authorities to

suspend operations and cancel export licences to Saudi Arabia.

Arms are circulating all over the world beyond the conflict zones. This

proliferation is the direct cause of numerous acts of violence: homicides,

torture, rape, arbitrary arrests, attacks on the freedom to demonstrate and

even to express oneself. According to Amnesty International, nearly 500,000

people are killed each year by firearms . Violence related to the use of20

weapons is multi-faceted. The trafficking that consists of supplying arms and

ammunition to combatant groups, criminal associations, states, or individuals,

in violation of international or national regulations on arms sales, remains

unclear. This illegal market is supplied on the "grey arms market" mainly by

diverting national stocks or by opportunistic supply in conflict or post-conflict

zones. According to the UN, arms trafficking is one of the most lucrative illegal

activities along with drug trafficking, and prostitution. In October 2019, the

20 Adeniyi, Adesoji. (2017}. “THE HUMAN COST of UNCONTROLLED ARMS in AFRICA
Cross-National Research on Seven African Countries.” Oxfam Research Project

19 Godnick, William. (2002} “TACKLING the ILLICIT TRADE in SMALL ARMS and LIGHT
WEAPONS,” n.d. British American Security Information Council, International Alert and Saferworld,
Project Ploughshares and the Arias Foundation for Peace and Human Progress

_______________________________ _______________________________
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United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) published statistics on

illicit firearms trafficking that are now available to the public via the UNODC

database . International arms trafficking market estimated at over $1.2 trillion21

per year.

Since the beginning of the 21st century, two major UN treaties have regulated

the illicit arms trade and trafficking: The Protocol against the Illicit

Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, their Parts and Components

and Ammunition (more commonly known as the "Firearms Protocol"),

adopted by the UN General Assembly in May 2001, and the UN Convention

against Transnational Organized Crime, which entered into force in July 2005

.22

A decade later, in 2013, another treaty was added to this international

framework: the Arms Trade Treaty, which has been operational since 24

December 2014. Firearms being defined by the Protocol with the following

definition: "Firearm" means any portable barreled weapon that expels, is

designed to expel, or can be readily converted to expel bullets or projectiles by

the action of an explosive .23

23 Woolcott, P. (n.d.). THE ARMS TRADE TREATY. Permanent Representative of Australia to the United

Nations in Geneva and Ambassador for Disarmament.

22 Parker, Green. (2012}. A Decade of Implementing the United Nations Programme of Action on Small
Arms and Light Weapons. UNITED NATIONS INSTITUTE FOR DISARMAMENT RESEARCH.

21 Sidel. (1995}. The international arms trade and its impact on health. BM clinical center.
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The previously mentioned treaties, seek to promote international cooperation

to address the challenges posed by illicit arms trafficking and its negative

consequences on peace, security, and socio-economic development. The

Transnational Organized Crime Convention and the Firearms Protocol aim to

promote cooperation to combat and prevent transnational organized crime

more effectively, while the Arms Trade Treaty addresses international

humanitarian law, arms reduction, and human rights .24

This treaty, signed by 141 countries, including recently by China (31 have not yet

ratified), links the arms trade to human rights issues for the first time. In

essence, the treaty states that if there is a risk that weapons will be used to

commit serious human rights violations (genocide, crimes against humanity,

war crimes), these weapons should not be exported . However, this legal25

framework is still fragile, as Stan Brabant of GRIP explains: "This is an essential

treaty that is quite young, and that has entered into force in a somewhat

uneven manner. Because there are countries that play the game and that

are somewhat exemplary, such as the Nordic countries, the Netherlands, and

then there are countries that do not play the game, and here I am thinking in

particular of France, the French-speaking part of Belgium, and Italy" .26

26 Parker, Green. (2012}. A Decade of Implementing the United Nations Programme of Action on Small
Arms and Light Weapons. UNITED NATIONS INSTITUTE FOR DISARMAMENT RESEARCH.

25 Parker, Green. (2012}. A Decade of Implementing the United Nations Programme of Action on Small
Arms and Light Weapons. UNITED NATIONS INSTITUTE FOR DISARMAMENT RESEARCH.

24 Parker, Green. (2012}. A Decade of Implementing the United Nations Programme of Action on Small
Arms and Light Weapons. UNITED NATIONS INSTITUTE FOR DISARMAMENT RESEARCH.
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Stan Brabant states, concerning the United States, which is a signatory of the

Arms Trade Treaty but has not yet ratified it, that there are clearly under the

Trump administration very large volumes of arms exports to Saudi Arabia,

while we know that the arms that are now sent to a country like Saudi Arabia

are very likely to be used in the conflict in Yemen, with grave consequences in

terms of violation of international humanitarian law. So, there is still a real

problem with the application of this treaty. This treaty is excellent, from the

point of view of law it is really a very strong step forward, but in terms of its

implementation, there is still a lot of work to be done.27

Each year, the international trade in conventional arms carries a considerable

human cost. Serious human rights abuses have been committed around the

world, using a wide range of arms, and related war materials. As a result of this

armed violence, thousands of people have been killed, injured, raped, and

forced to flee their homes. Current national, regional, and multilateral

protocols to control arms exports have weaknesses and gaps that have

allowed states and other parties to continue arms trade with impunity. It is

difficult to estimate the scale of the international arms trade. For half the

world, there is simply no comprehensive published data. In 2010, the total

value of actual transfers (shipments) of conventional arms worldwide, as

27 Godnick, William. (2002} “TACKLING the ILLICIT TRADE in SMALL ARMS and LIGHT
WEAPONS,” n.d. British American Security Information Council, International Alert and Saferworld,
Project Ploughshares and the Arias Foundation for Peace and Human Progress
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recorded in national statistics, was approximately $59.2 billion . This amount28

does not include shipments from several medium and large arms exporting

countries, such as the United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada, Poland, Greece, and

Serbia, due to the lack of available information on their actual arms shipments

in 2009 and 2010.

Major arms producers and exporters, such as the Russian Federation and

China, as well as smaller conventional arms producers, do not publish data on

their international transfers. The ten largest arms exporters in 2009 and 2010,

in order of financial importance (in US dollars), were the United States, the

Russian Federation, France, the United Kingdom, Israel, Italy, Germany, China,

Ireland, and Sweden. However, measuring this trade in terms of financial value

is not the same as measuring it in terms of the number of weapons delivered.

Only 35 countries publish information on their international conventional

arms transfers, and only 25 of these provide statistics on actual deliveries .29

Several year prior to 2010’s, some reports stated for example, Australia's most

recent report on arms sales covers its exports up to 2004. Around 100 states

provided information to the UN database (Comtrade) on their sales and

purchases of arms, ammunition, military equipment, and civilian weapons in

2009 and 2010, but 52 did not .30

30 Parker, Green. (2012}. A Decade of Implementing the United Nations Programme of Action on Small
Arms and Light Weapons. UNITED NATIONS INSTITUTE FOR DISARMAMENT RESEARCH.

29 Parker, Green. (2012}. A Decade of Implementing the United Nations Programme of Action on Small
Arms and Light Weapons. UNITED NATIONS INSTITUTE FOR DISARMAMENT RESEARCH.

28 Parker, Green. (2012}. A Decade of Implementing the United Nations Programme of Action on Small
Arms and Light Weapons. UNITED NATIONS INSTITUTE FOR DISARMAMENT RESEARCH.
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Study Case: Syria

In Syria, pro-reform demonstrations began in February 2011 and turned into a

full-scale protest movement in mid-March. The Syrian authorities responded

with violent efforts to suppress them, using tanks and other armored vehicles

to bomb civilian residential areas in the cities where the protests took place.

Civilians were reportedly shot by security forces during military operations.

Sniper rifles were also used to target people trying to rescue the wounded in

the streets. The Syrian navy reportedly bombed the port of Latakia with

gunboats. By early January 2012, Amnesty International had obtained the

names of 4,345 people killed during the crackdown . Most are believed to31

have been shot by live ammunition from the security forces while

participating in peaceful demonstrations or attending funerals of those killed

in previous protests. Syrian authorities have arrested and detained thousands

of other civilians, many of whom are held incommunicado in unknown

locations where torture and ill-treatment are reportedly widespread Syria's32

largest supplier of arms is reportedly the Russian Federation, with 10 per cent

of its arms exports going to Syria. These include missiles and missile

launchers, as well as anti-tank missiles for the upgraded T-72. Slovakia

supplied Syria with 139 of these Russian-made main battle tanks in the early

1990s. In 2008, Italy authorized the transfer of weapons in the category of fire

32 Brockman, Bromley, Maletta. (2018}. ARMS TRANSFER AND SALW CONTROLS IN THE
MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA: MAPPING CAPACITYBUILDING EFFORTS. SIPRI background paper.

31 Brockman, Bromley, Maletta. (2018}. ARMS TRANSFER AND SALW CONTROLS IN THE
MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA: MAPPING CAPACITYBUILDING EFFORTS. SIPRI background paper.
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control systems, worth about $3,680,150. This amount is likely related to an

estimated $200 million contract with Italy's Galileo Avionica to upgrade 122

T-72 battle tanks with the Tank Universal Reconfiguration Modular System

(TURMS) . Few countries publish official data on their arms trade with Syria,33

which makes it difficult to identify the states that have supplied the types of

arsenals used in the crackdown on protesters. Evidence collected by the UN

over a five-year period (shown below) shows Egypt, France, and India having

also supplied Syria with extended military and non-military weaponry.

Total value of exports to Syria between 2005 and 200934

Evidence of crimes against humanity by Syrian state forces continues to

mount. An effective Arms Trade Treaty could have helped prevent such

abuses. Amnesty International is now calling on the UN Security Council to

34 Brockman, Bromley, Maletta. (2018}. ARMS TRANSFER AND SALW CONTROLS IN THE
MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA: MAPPING CAPACITYBUILDING EFFORTS. SIPRI background paper.

33 Brockman, Bromley, Maletta. (2018}. ARMS TRANSFER AND SALW CONTROLS IN THE
MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA: MAPPING CAPACITYBUILDING EFFORTS. SIPRI background paper.
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impose an immediate and absolute embargo on arms sales to Syria and to

refer the situation in Syria to the Prosecutor of the International Criminal

Court.

Study Case: Chad

Intense fighting raged on February 2nd and 3rd, 2008 in various parts of

N'Djamena before government forces regained control and the armed

opposition withdrew across the border into Sudan. Hundreds of civilians were

killed or injured, and many more were subjected to arbitrary arrest, torture,

and enforced disappearance. These attacks occurred against a backdrop of

rising tension with neighbouring Sudan, with each government accusing the

other of supporting armed opposition groups and providing them with a base

on its territory. Numerous airstrikes by military helicopters hit the Chadian

capital. Amnesty International obtained fragments of weapons used in the

offensive, which were found to be from a 57mm S-5M air-to-ground

fragmentation rocket. These ballistic projectiles are usually fired from

launchers carrying four to thirty-two rockets, carried on fighter jets or assault

helicopters. These are non-remotely piloted, highly explosive weapons that

should be avoided in attacks close to civilian populations due to their inability

to distinguish between civilian and military targets .35

35 African Union, Small Arms Survey. (2019} “WEAPONS COMPASS Mapping Illicit Small Arms Flows in
Africa Report.”.
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On February 27, 2008, the Chadian government announced the creation of a

commission of inquiry to investigate human rights abuses committed during

the N'Djamena offensive, including the fate of Ibni Oumar Mahamat Saleh, a

leader of an opposition political group who was arrested in his home on

February 3rd. A presidential decree on May 23rd, 2011, established a monitoring

committee based on the commission's recommendations. The committee

was unable to determine the whereabouts of Ibni Oumar Mahamat Saleh .36

Over the past two decades, Amnesty International has documented the

disappearance of many prominent Chadian opposition figures, most notably

in April 2006 in N'Djamena and in November 2007 in the Dar Tama region of

eastern Chad. In the absence of an effective Arms Trade Treaty, human rights

abuses have continued to occur in Chad due to the wide availability of arms in

the country.

Amnesty International has also documented arms shipments to Chad from

Belgium, France, Libya, Serbia, and South Africa. According to UN foreign

trade statistics, France sold $4.7 million worth of arms and ammunition to

Chad between 2003 and 2010. In terms of actual exports, however, the bulk of

this amount is related to the delivery of nearly $4.3 million in "munitions of

war" in 2008. The French government's annual reports on arms exports to

Chad from 2006 to 2010 show an approximate value of $24.8 million. On

February 14, 2008, the French Ministry of Defense further acknowledged that

36 Brockman, Bromley, Maletta. (2018}. ARMS TRANSFER AND SALW CONTROLS IN THE
MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA: MAPPING CAPACITYBUILDING EFFORTS. SIPRI background paper.
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the French military had assisted the Chadian government in transporting

ammunition from Libya to Chad .37

In 2006, Serbia sold cartridge belts and other spare parts for $900,000,

according to information gathered by the United Nations. A Chadian

certificate, dated July 4th, 2006, presented by an Israeli broker to Serbian

authorities required the delivery of two million rounds of 5.56 mm

ammunition to the "Armed Forces" and "Security of the Republic of Chad” .38

On March 3rd, 2007, reports indicated that an order for 40 French-made

AML 90 armored tanks, delivered by South Africa to Belgium, had arrived in

Chad . It appears that they were intended to be put into operation in the east39

of the country, near the Sudanese border. While a Belgian company known for

supplying such vehicles refused to confirm or deny the delivery to Amnesty

International, the Belgian authorities assured Amnesty International that no

authorization had been granted to ship armored vehicles to Chad. However,

the sale of armored vehicles to France was authorized, with no restrictions on

their resale or transfer. Information about clandestine arms supplies to

Chadian armed opposition groups based in Darfur, Sudan is more difficult to

obtain. However, there is evidence that illegal or clandestine armed groups

are using Chinese small arms and light weapons. For instance, in 2007, such

39 African Union, Small Arms Survey. (2019} “WEAPONS COMPASS Mapping Illicit Small Arms Flows in
Africa Report.”.

38 African Union, Small Arms Survey. (2019} “WEAPONS COMPASS Mapping Illicit Small Arms Flows in
Africa Report.”.

37 African Union, Small Arms Survey. (2019} “WEAPONS COMPASS Mapping Illicit Small Arms Flows in
Africa Report.”.
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weapons were confiscated from the Union des Forces pour la Démocratie et

le Développement, and another Chadian opposition movement, the

Rassemblement des Forces pour le Changement. In 2006, a photograph

taken on the outskirts of the town of El Geneina in West Darfur, near the

Chadian border, showed members of an armed opposition group, the United

Front for Democratic Change, carrying Chinese QLZ87 35mm automatic

grenade launchers . The group's commander had just claimed to have40

traveled to the People's Republic of China.

40 African Union, Small Arms Survey. (2019} “WEAPONS COMPASS Mapping Illicit Small Arms Flows in Africa Report.”.
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Questions To Consider:

1. What might be some underlying reasons for the abundance of trade of illicit

arms specifically in Africa? Consider the war conflict and how that may

contribute to this problem.

2. How does the illicit arms trade in Africa influence other countries?

3. How is mineral trafficking related to illicit arms, and how might this

influence solutions to the issue?

4. What have been some of the repercussions endured by the public as a

result of the resolutions passed against illicit arms trade, especially by

government interference in African nations?

5. What past actions have been taken to help lessen the illicit arms trade in

Africa, and why have they not been effective?

6. How have other countries contained the trade of illicit arms?

7. What are some short-term and long-term solutions for the situation of

uncontrolled small arms and light weapons?
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Topic 2 Biological Warfare

Introduction

The dangers of biological war have long seemed remote. Although many

countries have created large arsenals of biological weapons in the 20th

century, none have been used. Biological warfare was attempted, most

notably in Japanese medical experiments using Chinese prisoners in the

1940s, but no allegation of battlefield use has been substantiated.

In 1972 the Soviet Union and the United States led the creation of the

Biological Weapons Convention (BWC), giving up the right to create or use

biological weapons. In the 1980s, it was later discovered that the Soviet Union

continued large programs to develop biological weapons—stressing military

use of Anthrax—which was possible due to the 1972 treaty having no

verification mechanisms. Instead, it relied only on the good faith of its

signatures, and deterrence. Efforts to renegotiate the BWC to add an intrusive

inspection and verification system have not succeeded. This issue was raised

once again in 2020, in light of the COVID-19 pandemic. Since early 2020, there

have been allegations that the mutant virus was created in a Chinese medical

research laboratory, possibly as the result of an experiment designed to create
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antibodies and vaccines that could be used in future pandemics . There are41

no serious allegations that the disease was released deliberately .42

The COVID-19 pandemic demonstrates how serious a biological attack could

be. It raised fear that an epidemic could be created by rogue states,

institutions, or terrorists . How to deal with these problem remains a43

controversial problem. Biological terrorism is a threat that is hard to

comprehend and prepare to defend against. During the 20th century, many

countries maintained biological warfare (BW) programs. Most of these were

eliminated after the 1972 Biological Weapons Convention (the BWC), though a

few continued, including the Soviet Union. A few other countries including the

Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (North Korea) are suspected of

maintaining programs today. The risks of Non-State Armed Groups (NSAGs)

acquiring BW are not high, but sufficiently alarming to warrant strong

international action. A few NSAGs have tried to acquire BW in the 1990s and

early 2000s. While no success on their behalf has been reported thus far, the

prospect has galvanized global attention.

43 Economist, 2020. ‘Spore wars: The havoc wrought by covid-19 will spark new concern over bioweapons’,
The Economist, 25 April 2020,
https://www.economist.com/unitedstates/2020/04/23/the-havoc-wrought-by-covid-19-
will-spark-new-concern-over-bio-weapons

42 Jing-Bao, Nie, 2020. ‘In the shadow of biological warfare: conspiracy theories on the origins of COVID-19
and enhancing global governance of biosafety as a matter of urgency’,
https://www.sundayguardianlive.com/news/covid-19-biological-weapon ;
Kortepeter, Mark. 2020. ‘A defense expert explores whether the Covid-19 coronavirus makes a good
bioweapon’, Forbes, 21 August 2020
Udell Gabrielle, 2021. ‘Is Covid-19 a biological weapon?’ Global Affairs Review, March 2021,
https://wp.nyu.edu/schoolofprofessionalstudiesga_review/is-covid-19-a-biological-weapon/

41 Wade, Nicholas, 2021. ‘The origin of COVID: Did people or nature open Pandora’s box at Wuhan?’
Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, 5 May 2021,
https://thebulletin.org/2021/05/the-origin-of-coviddid-people-or-nature-open-pandoras-box-at-wuhan/
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Many observers refuse to categorize BW as a weapon of mass destruction

(WMD), noting that with BW, mass casualties require massive quantities. A

successful BW attack is technically difficult, but could kill hundreds and

endanger thousands. The United States’ Centers for Disease Control and

Prevention (CDC) defines bioterrorism as a deliberate release of an agent

(virus or bacteria) used to cause illness or death . Agents are found naturally,44

such as smallpox, but can be manipulated by terrorists to strengthen the

potency of an agent. A biological attack is especially dangerous because

biological agents are miniscule and can be transferred through water, food, or

any other form of contact. Due to the imminent and extreme danger, any

biological attack can cause to large amounts of people.

History of Bioterrorism Research on biological warfare began during World

War I, with anthrax and smallpox being the first and most studied agents.

Small scale use of agents, often by individuals, are more common. The only

largescale use came during World War II, when the Japanese Army used

biological agents on Chinese prisoners and cities. After World War II, the

Soviet Union and the United States had competing biological weapons

programs during the Cold War. With their armed forces ambivalent or

opposed, Cold War superpowers agreed on a treaty to prohibit most

possession and use of BW, known as the Convention of the Prohibition of the

44 CDC, ‘Video: The History of Bioterrorism’, 2018 https://emergency.cdc.gov/training/historyofbt/index.
Asp
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Development, Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) and

Toxin Weapons and on Their Destruction (the BWC). While the BWC

transformed the threats of biological warfare, it did not eliminate them. The

Soviet Union—suspicious of American secrecy on these issues— continued its

research and expanded its weaponization of BW agents. Major accidental

exposure occurred, such as the 1979 Sverdlovsk incident which caused dozens

of deaths. Other countries are widely believed to have devolved BW

capabilities, especially North Korea , but these allegations are hard to prove .45 46

Iraq and Libya—suspected by the American intelligence of community of

developing BW— were shown to have no BW, after the 2003 American-led

invasion of Iraq and Libya’s decision that year to end its work on weapons of

mass destruction (WMD).

Today, terrorist acquisition and use remain a concern. Terrorists have tried

chemical weapons (CW), which are easier to make and handle, but generally

been unsuccessful.

The risks of BW attack are sufficiently dangerous they require international

attention. The most successful attack came from the work of an American

military BW expert. Shortly after September 11th, 2001, letters were sent to

news agencies and politicians in the United States that contained anthrax

over a five-week period. Five people died and dozens were infected, as no one

46 Nuclear Threat Initiative, ‘Russia’, n.d., https://www.nti.org/learn/countries/russia/biological/

45 Nuclear Threat Initiative, ‘North Korea’, 21 October 2021,
https://www.nti.org/learn/countries/north-korea/
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recognized the dangerous substance until it was too late. The perpetrator and

supplier remain questionable, though it is widely believed the attack was

undertaken by Dr. Bruce Ivins, American military anthrax expert at the United

States Army Medical Research Institute of Infectious Diseases in Fort Detrick,

Maryland. Ivins committed suicide in 2008, shortly before he could be arrested

by the FBI.

Study Case : COVID-19

In December 2019, the first known case of the coronavirus (COVID-19) was

reported in the Wuhan, China. The virus is an airborne contagion which

causes severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS-CoV-2). At least a third of the

populace who have contracted COVID-19 do not develop noticeable

symptoms. According to the World Health Organization, over 2 million

Americans have died due to COVID-19. Reuters has reported over 1 million

deaths in Europe as well .47

According to the Kaiser Family Foundation, 3 in 10 American adults remain

unvaccinated . The reasons according to the survey varies, but the fact48

remains that there are numerous vaccines waiting for people to utilize. The

surplus of vaccines caused a new kind of tourism: Covid Shot Tourism. In

numerous parts of Latin America, travel agencies advertise the need for the

48 Article | How does COVID-19 relate to biological weapons? (2020). Gcsp.ch.
47 Article | How does COVID-19 relate to biological weapons? (2020). Gcsp.ch.
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vaccine as a reason to travel to the US to get inoculated . These agencies49

arrange stay, flight and vaccine appointments. Their reasoning is based on the

distrust of their own country’s health care system. Tech giants have removed

campaigns, ads, and videos due to mass misinformation. The effect of mass

media, human hysteria, and the fear of the unknown has caused citizens to

remain unvaccinated .50

The role of the United Nations recognizes adequate health care as a

fundamental human right for all. In this spirit, Secretary General Antonio

Guterres launched the UN Comprehensive Response to COVID-19. The

Secretary General sent briefs to various governments on how to better

address the pandemic in their respective countries. The World health

Organization has worked closely with experts, governments, and like-minded

partners to enhance scientific knowledge of the virus, tracking its spread and

the severity .51

The United Nations remains on the forefront of the fight against COVID-19,

passing resolutions and calling on states to ensure their citizens are

inoculated with the vaccines. World vaccinations are a massive disparity

between high-income states who have afforded vaccines and states who are

unable to purchase the vaccines for their populations. In 2020 the General

51 COVID-19 shows that the Biological Weapons Convention must be strengthened. (2020).
Europeanleadershipnetwork.org.

50 U.S. Internal Revenue Service, ‘Americares’, 10 December 2021
https://www.americares.org/emergencyprogram/coronavirus-global-health-emergency/

49 COVID-19 shows that the Biological Weapons Convention must be strengthened. (2020).
Europeanleadershipnetwork.org.
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Assembly passed a major resolution on biological weapons (A/RES/75/85),

urging its 193 Member States to fully implement the 1972 Biological Weapons

Convention . It also asks the member States to keep biological weapons and52

designated precursors away from non-state actors. There are limits to this,

since too much regulation will inhibit legitimate medical research.

Study Case : Ebola

Since February 2014, the Ebola virus has ravaged much of West Africa. After a

thorough investigation, the source of the latest outbreak can be traced back

to a two-year-old child from Guinea. In September 2014, there have been more

than 2,800 deaths and 5,800 confirmed cases of Ebola within Liberia and

Sierra Leone. At this time, according to the Centers for Disease Control and

Prevention, the projected estimates for January 2015 could be anywhere from

550,000 to 1.4 million if there are no “additional interventions or changes in

community behavior.” Another factor taken into consideration is the ability for

the disease to spread. As of October 2014, the United States has increased its

effort to screen passengers on incoming planes from West Africa or have been

to the region in the past few months to limit the spread of the Ebola virus.

Ebola is one of the many bio-chemical agents that do not have a proven

52 COVID-19 shows that the Biological Weapons Convention must be strengthened. (2020).
Europeanleadershipnetwork.org.
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vaccine to combat the virus. Knowing this, it is crucial to note , that if an53

organization were to weaponize the Ebola strain, or any other strain of virus

without a cure, it would be detrimental to human society. The risk of this

reality is one that all countries cannot fully prepare for.54

It is also important to consider the consequences if a weaponized virus were

to be released into an unstable country. Realizing that the country might

already be unstable due to a lack of infrastructure, definite government, or

leader, it might be difficult to send aid and relief in case of an outbreak.

In 2012, scientists from admitted to having made a virus that could kill millions

if it was released in sufficient quantities . The World Health Organization55

immediately disallowed the publication of more research on the subject.

These events further suggest that more must be done by the international

community to stop the possibility of mass murder through biological

terrorism.

55 Jeffery, S. (2001, October 31). Biological and chemical weapons. The Guardian; The Guardian.

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2001/oct/31/qanda.september11

54 UNODA – United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs. (2021). Un.org.

https://www.un.org/disarmament/

53 General Assembly, adopting 66 First Committee Texts, Calls on States to Revitalize Stalled

Disarmament Machinery, Tackle Chronic, Emerging Security Threats | Meetings Coverage and Press

Releases. (2020). Un.org. https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/ga12296.doc.htm
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In 1972, the Convention of the Prohibition of the Development, Production and

Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on Their

Destruction (BWC) was completed. US President Richard Nixon made an

executive order destroying all biological weapons and ending further creation

prior to this agreement . The BWC lacks mandatory verification; it relies on56

self-interest and reciprocity among signatories for enforcement. Efforts to

create a verification regime have been blocked by states suspicious it will be

misused for espionage, especially the United States. Since the first conference,

there have been seven official Review Conferences and an Ad Hoc Group that

came together over a dozen times since the 1980s, primarily to develop an

acceptable mandatory verification system, with the latest meeting occurring

in 2011. While this agreement focuses on keeping State-level biological

proliferation at bay, the threat of individual or small group biological terrorism

can’t be prevented easily .57

The United Nations has been at the forefront of international efforts to fight all

forms of WMD terrorism, passing a series of resolutions calling on states to

sign relevant treaties to accelerate negotiations to strengthen those treaties,

and prevent trade in relevant materials. Member states are generally agreed

57 UNODA – United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs. (2021). Un.org.

https://www.un.org/disarmament/

56 UNODA – United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs. (2021). Un.org.

https://www.un.org/disarmament/

_______________________________ _______________________________



39

on the importance of stopping on-state actors from developing BW

capabilities. However, many states refuse to support strong limits on their own

freedom of action and oppose measures to penalize states they consider

friends or allies. Although the United Nations have banned the use and

storage of chemical and biological weapons, two distinct cases of this rule

being broken are prevalent in the United States and Russia. Both countries

have samples of smallpox and other assorted bio-chemical agents.

Some United Nation resolutions to combat the storage and production of

other countries chemical weapons were implemented in the Security Council

Resolution 2118, which proposed the removal and destruction of Syria’s

stockpile of illegal chemical agents (CW) . Another resolution that was passed58

by the Security Council was resolution 1540 . Both resolutions recognize that59

biological and chemical agents can be used as weapons of mass destruction

and could be used to coerce leaders of other nation and threaten international

peace and security. These resolutions oblige to the inter alia rule, stating that

these resolutions oppose non-State actors from “developing, acquiring,

manufacturing, possessing, transporting, transferring or using nuclear,

chemical or biological agents and their delivery systems” .60

60 Frischknecht, Friedrich. “The History of Biological Warfare.” EMBO Reports, vol. 4, no. S1, May 2003,
https://doi.org/10.1038/sj.embor.embor849.

59 “Biological Weapons Convention (BWC) Compliance Protocol - the Nuclear Threat Initiative.” The
Nuclear Threat Initiative, 31 July 2001,
www.nti.org/analysis/articles/biological-weapons-convention-bwc/.

58 “The Biological Weapons Convention - the Nuclear Threat Initiative.” The Nuclear Threat Initiative, 28
Feb. 2003, www.nti.org/analysis/articles/biological-weapons-convention/.
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There is also concern over balancing the need to control BW and supporting

legitimate research to combat infectious disease. Measures that would

combat BW research and weaponization can cease necessary research on

defensive measures, such as prevention, inoculation, and treatment. Research

on virulent diseases, such as H1N1 bird flu, is accepted as essential, but such

research also can be turned into destructive purposes. Balancing the

demands of medical research and counterterrorism is a difficult job for the

international community.

Today, the United Nations is being criticized by many for pushing bioterrorism,

which many believe is one of the gravest threats to the world today . One61

unresolved issue is ensuring all parties are compliant. A possible addition to

the agreement that would create annual Confidence Building Measures used

to verify the compliance has been proposed for a decade. However powerful

countries like the United States did not favor tactics that would involve

intrusion by outside verifiers. At the present time, the Australia Group, a

voluntary forum, has the goal of uniting countries in ensuring biological

weapons are removed or not created, under the efforts provided by the BTWC.

Without the backing of the United Nations, this voluntary group only has less

than 50 participants, as opposed to the 165 signees of the BTWC. The former

Secretary-General of the U.N, Kofi Annan, stated “bioterrorism is especially

61 Frischknecht, Friedrich. “The History of Biological Warfare.” EMBO Reports, vol. 4, no. S1, May 2003,
https://doi.org/10.1038/sj.embor.embor849.
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under-addressed and in acute need of new thinking” in 2006 . Many new62

initiatives were proposed in his ’06 report “Uniting Against Terrorism.” This

report shifted the focus away from concerns of state-funded biological and

chemical attacks and towards rogue groups and elements. So far, none have

been seriously enacted.

62 How Ready Are We for Bioterrorism? (Published 2011). (2022). The New York Times.

https://www.nytimes.com/2011/10/30/magazine/how-ready-are-we-for-bioterrorism.html?pagewa

nted=all
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Questions To Consider:

1. Is the BWC necessary? Is the BWC considered “toothless” like the

Geneva Protocol?

2. Who should the BWC pertain to? How do nations ensure that

individuals do not engage in biological weapon development?

3. What revisions to the BWC must be made to ensure containment of

biological weapons? Is the treaty encompassing all biological weapons?

4. What incentive do nations have to adhere to the BWC? How can this

committee establish rules to ensure compliance and verification with

the BWC?

5. How should the international community address nations that do not

wish to join the BWC? Should there be consequences?

6. What system can be established to ensure that nations do not result in

covert biological weapons programs for defensive purposes? How

should nations resolve violations to the BWC?

_______________________________ _______________________________
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